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“+ will giveto Mrs. Brown over $9,000, | 
yee a adie he on the pension list at the rate 
of fifty dollars per month for the balance of her 
life. { think she ought to have it. | 
{ have a word to say to my friend from New 
York, (Mr. Haven. | There is this difference be- 
tween him and myself: [ have been sometime in 
the field, and have had the command of soldiers. 

{ do not mention that through any sentiment of 
vanity, but because it gives me the right to say 
that the credit of victory is not. always to be as- 
cribed entirely to the officer in lieu of the men. I 
am for giving equal credit to both officers and 
men. I want to have even handed justice done 
to all. I desire to see justice done to the widow 
of General Brown. You have a proposition here 
giving hera good pension, and which | think the 
House will readily adopt. But when you do that 


I desire to say that, in my opinion, there are || 


B many objects in the country entitled to your pro- 
tection in this regard, entitled to bounties of this 
kind. Will you extend the same favor to them? 
Will you still require the widows of soldiers who 
have fallen fighting the battles of their country, | 
to subsist on four dollars per month, while here 
you have before you a bill voting $20,000 at once 
to a widow of an officer. 
that the House may look to consistency in its 
action. I am willing to do justice to her if 1 knew 
that the House would be willing to do the same 
justice to others. 

[am not quite done yet. I have the floor, and 
intend to move the previous question, unless my 
friend from Illinois (Mr. Knox] wants to take 
the floor. It is not worth while for me to say that 
the amendment pleases me, and will please this 
House, and will, 1 am confident, be adopted. It 
‘is all that Mrs. Brown herself would like to have, 
and perkaps a little more. 


Mr. HENDRICKS. Willthe gentleman allow || 
I do not wish |) 


me to have the floor one moment? 
to address the House again, but just to make a 
few remarks in reply to the gentleman from New 
York. That gentleman has done me the honor 
to read to the House a portion of my report in 

















New York, by his ardent speech, indorses the 
gallantry of Major General Brown in any better 
terms than I did in the report which I made; and 
it is not generous in him, or in any other gentle- 
man upon this floor, to try to place me in the 
position of being opposed to granting a pension 
to Mrs. Brown. I have not occupied that posi- 
tion at all, but 1 have occupied the position upon 
this floor, from first to last, in favor of a consist- 
nt course of legislation, whether it applies to one 
person or another. ; 

Mr. HAVEN. I beg pardon of my friend 
tom Indiana for interrupting him. 1 endeavored 
0 do him full jasticein ascribing to him a desire 
0 do full justice to Mrs. Brown. 
0, it was entirely unintentional. 

Mr. HENDRICKS. The gentleman cannot | 
laim much for doing me full justice. I did not 
xy that | was in favor of giving Mrs. Brown 

irty dollars a month, because the case was not 
rstablished. I said, in my report, that Mrs. 
»rown—and I said it in my speech—had applied 


0 the Pension Office, and that, under the lawsand | 


tgulations which govern that bureau, she could | 
ot make out her case there. 


Mr. HUGHES. Did not the Pension Bureau 
bce pass her case? 

Mr. HENDRICKS. Mr. Gallagher did once 
pass her case, but it was rejected by two different 
feretaries. I did not say 1 was in favor of pay- 
'g her thirty dollars a month because her case 

pas hot made out at the Pension Bureau. I said, 
n the report, that the —— in my judgment, were 
hed, not technically, but substantially, by 


|| out there. 


Now, | mention this || 


|| the year 1800. 


this case. I do not think thatthe gentleman from | 


If I did not do || 
|| still further for that purpose, I will offer an amend- | 
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| come here to obtain relief. But they are not sat- | 
| isfied with such relief as they would have got at 
| the Department, provided their case had been made 
They must go further, and seek relief 
far beyond that. If the proof had been full and 


complete in this case, under the rules of the De- | 


partment, Mrs Brown would have received $100 a 
| year for five years. If she had succeeded under 
| the law of 1836, she would have received thirty 
| dollars a month; and by the law of 1852 that was 

renewed, so as to give her thirty dollars a month 

for ten years, and then it would end. 
Now, the committee framed the bill under the 
last expressed will of Congress. I ask if it is the 
| duty of the committee to disregard, in its action, 


| the expression of the will of Congress; or is it | 


rather the duty of a committee to follow that will, 
and to follow the analogy of the laws which have 
been enacted? We adopted the last legislation of 
| Congress upon the subject, which legislation gives 
thirty dollars a month for ten years, and we framed 
the bill accordingly. 
I have no objection to Mrs. Brown having a 
pension under the law of 1802. She originally 
wanted that, and that satisfied her then. That 
'also has satisfied others. But it does not satisfy 
her now. That law would have given her $100 
| a month for five years, and | ask the gentleman to 

find and point me to a case of general legislation, 
| where a widow has received a pension for alonger 

period than five years. I know of no case since 
All the soldiers who have fought 
| the batties of our country receive the pension for 


| only five years. There is already enough of aris- | 


tocracy in the Army without increasing it, by in- 
| creasing the pay after the death of the officer. | 
| am not in favor of this bill as it has been amended, 
| but I am in favor of a consistent system of legis- 
| lation. 


|| course which the House has already pursued. I 


|| propose to give her the full relief which she would | 
If she had | 


|| have received under the general law. 

| succeeded in establishing her claim under the law 
|| of 1836, she would have received a pension for 
|| five years. That is what is given to all other per- 
|| sons under the general law. 

| lLask again, if it is the duty of a committee to 

| follow the analogies of general laws in their action, 
| or to disregard them? If this House wishes to 
| 


| 
| 
|| give Mrs. Brown $100,000, she shall enjoy it, so 


|| far as I am concerned, without a single after- | 
[ wish her all prosperity as the widow | 
I have no feeling but | 


| thought. 


| of Major General Brown. 
| that. If there are others who are to be enriched 
|| by such means, they will never be enriched ont of 
|| the public Treasury by my vote. I think I have 
|| pursued such a course as a committeeman ought 
|| to pursue in reporting bills to the House. 
if my friend frora Oregon will yield me the floor 


ment, and then call the previous question. 
Mr. LANE. 
| his amendment, but I do not yield for him to call 
the previous question. , 
r. HENDRICKS. Lthen move to strike out 
all after the enacting clause in the bill, and insert 
the following: 
That the Secretary of the Treasury be, and hereby is, au- 





United States Army, upon the roll of pensioners of the United 

| States, at the rate of $100 per month, to commence the 18th 
of January, 1854, to continue five years from date, and 
then cease. 


Mr. MILLSON. Now, willthe gentleman yield 
to me for a moment ? 

Mr. LANE. 1 will yield to the gentleman from 
Virginia. 

Mr. MILLSON. I do not propose to prolong 





veh evidence as would satisfy a jury sitting in 

* 1s right that the different Departments should | 

= Cangas rules by which they are to be gov- | 
“ned; and, when a case which on merit in it 
re be made out according to the technicalities 
“ws of the Department, it is proper then to 


L1G 


this debate further than to notice a remark which 
fell from the gentleman from New York, [Mr. 
Haven,] some minutes since, in which he referred 
to the case of Mrs. Lomax, which he has some- 
what misapprehended. The gentleman took oc- 
casion to say that there was a Virginia case which 
passed the last Congress, and on that oecasion 


1 propose to offer an amendment, without, how- | 
ever, any idea that it will be adopted, after the | 


Now, | 


1 will allow the gentleman to offer |) 


thorized and directed to place the name of Pamela Brown, | 
| the widow of Major General Jacob Brown, late of the | 





ihe Nuw Gamne.iJe. 1 16. 


there was no scruple or objection upon the part 
of the Virginia delegation. My purpose now is 
to set the gentleman right upon that subject. 

I know that allusions have been sometimes made 
to what is supposed to be the disposition of the 
Virginia delegation upon this floor, that they only 
vote for appropriations affecting them or their 
State, while they vote against such as affect only 
other constituencies, It is hardly necessary for 
me here to enter upon a vindicatian of the course 
of the Virginia delegation in this House, where it 
is well understood. Although allusions of this 
sort are sometimes made in the newspapers, I 
regret that the gentleman from New York has 
thought proper thus to speak of the Virginia del- 
egation. 

Mr. HAVEN. I may have been again misled 
by thereport. I relied entirely upon that. If the 
report is wrong, the gentleman from Virginia will 
correct it. I stood entirely upon the repoy. That 
says, among others, that Mrs. Lomax was to re- 
ceive her pension from the date of her widowhood, 
to continue during her natural life. 

Mr. MILLSON. I understand the facts per- 
fectly, and it is for the purpose of stating them 
that I have risen. 

Mr. HAVEN. I wish the gentleman from Vir- 
ginia would let this matter pass. Let us have the 
previous question, and come to a vote. 

Mr. MILLSON. I have but a word to say, 
and I have done. This case first passed the Sen- 
ate. It was reported first as one of the strongest 
cases, and I think was the strongest case then 
presented. It came to the House of Representa- 
tives, and was referred to the Committee of the 
W hole on the Private Calendar. When it came 
up in Committee of the Whole, a motion was 
made by the then chairman of the Committee on 
Invalid Pensions, (Mr. Harris, of Tennessee,]| 
to reduce the amount to what would have been 
grapted under the general law, and there was not 
a word of objection made to that motion by 
any one of the Virginia delegation. The com- 

mittee adopted the amendment, and the bill passed 

| the House in its amended form. It went to the 
| Senate where the amendment was concurred in, 
and the pension of Mrs. Lomax was reduced to 
thirty dollars per month for five years, commenc- 
ing with the date of the application on the pas- 
sage of the bill. 

Afterwards the other bills, seven or eight in 
number, which had passed the Senate, at the same 
time came to this House, and without being re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole, as was 
Mrs. Lomax’s bill, were taken up by suspension 
of the rules, and under the operation of the pre- 
vious question, passed, just as they passed the 
Senate. Even the gentleman who made the mo- 
tion to reduce Mrs. Lomax’s allowance thought 

|| it was exceedingly unjust to subject her to a rule 
|| which was not applied to any of the others, 
who stood on rigs § the same ground. Then 
it was, at the close of Congress, that we, passed 
la supplemental act restoring Mrs. Lomax’s bill 
] to the footing which it occupied when it passed 
| 
| 
} 
| 
} 


the Senate. So that it seems,'that so far from the 
|| Virginia case being pressed through Congress by 
| the Virginia members, it was the only one sub- 
|| jected to the operation of this rule, and not a single 
delegate from Virginia opposed the reduction at 
the time it was made. 
Cries of ** Question!”’ ] 
r. LANE, of Oregon. I do nat like to see 
hasty legislation, It does not become us. This 
| is an important matter,and deserves at our hands 
| fulland mature deliteration. My friend from In- 
diana has the right view of this question; but, 
| while acknowledging this, I have committed my- 
self to the amendment, and I must say that, of two 
evils, I took the least. Now, Mrs. Brown would 
|| be entitled, were a pension allowed her at the Pen- 
1 sion Office, from the time of her husband’s death, 
| to $6,000. If justice were done in this case, she 
|| would, under the provisions of the law of 1802, 
| be entitled to $102 a month for five years. I men- 
| tion this to show that I am satisfied the chairman 
| of the Committee on Invalid Pensions has been 
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conscientious. He desires Mrs, Brown to be 
treated as any other pensioner. 
niaced on the footing of others, under the general 
law. Nay, he wishes to do better by her. He 
cannot eatablish before the Department her right to 
a pension, and vet he provides, by the bill he has 
reported, that she shall be placed on the pension 
list. 

Here let me say, that soldiers fight the battles. 
I have had the good fortune to acquire some repu- 
tation as a commander, but I owe it to my com- 
maod entirely. I had good help, and so succeeded, 
und am grateful to them for it; and should I ever 
foil in the service of my country, and be entitled 
to a pension for my wife and children, [ shall 
will every centof it to the soldiers under my com- 
mand. They fight the battles, and it is the com- 
mander who gains the reputation, That reputation 
ja a rich boon, and far above price. It is worth 
more than money. A disposition has been mani- 
fesied to give to the commander and his heirs a 
larger pension than you give to his entire com- 
mand. 


a 


Will they build up an aristocracy in this country, 
and say that, because a man has proved himself 
gallant as a commander, he shall receive a larger 
sum than the entire force under his command ? 
God Rnows we have many gallant men in this 
country. It is a rare thing to find a coward in the 
service, Give our officers American soldiers, and 
they will make for themselves a reputation upon 
the field of which their country may well be 
proud, Let me say, in conclusion, that I desire to 
see as nearly as possible an equal distribution of 
favors on the part of the Government towards 


those who have served their country in itstime of | 


need. As I am under a promise to yield the floor 


to the gentleman from Iihnois, [Mr. Kwox,] | | 


will now do 80, for five minutes. 

Mr. KNOX. This House will bear me witness 
that | seldom trouble them with speeches. lam, 
unfortunately, placed in a wrong position in ref- 
erence to this measure, which | believe to be one 
of great justice to an aged widow and her family. 
It so happens that 1 am charged with having 
moved the previous question in order to prevent 

evtlemen from a full discussion of this question. 
f wish simply to state the facts. When this meas- 
ure was under consideration in Committee of the 
W hole House, | moved anamendment, and called 
the attention of gentlemen to the report of the 


THE CONGR 


a ——— 


| from Oregon, [Mr. Lane.] He has stated here, | 
He wants her | 


Will the House act upon that principle? | 


committee, of which the gentleman from Indiana | 


[Mr. Henpnicks] is chairman. The committee 
immediately called for a vote upon the amendment, 
end it was adopted and reported to the House. 


This morning I took the floor, and gentlemen | 


around me who were friends of the bill said, ‘*Cal! 
for the previous question.’’ 1 presumed that the 
minds of gentlemen were made up in regard to 
this matter, and it was not out of any want of 
courtesy tothe gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Hen- 


DRICKS,} orany other member upon this floor, that | 
l called for the previous question in compliance | 


with the general request of those around me. 

! examined the case thoroughly, and became 
interested in it from reading first the report made 
by the gentleman from Indiana, then a report 
made in the Senate, and afterwards a speech, and 
the only one made upon it in the Senate, by Gen- 
eral Cass, in which he indorsed fully everything 


contained in the report of the Senate committee. | 


After this examination and investigation, I be- 
came thoroughly satisfied that the case was a just 


and meritorious one; and now | wish merely to | 


add that I hope the House will not consider the 
ease as prejudiced by anything which I may have 
done or said in regard to the matter. 

Mr. LANE. 
utes to the gentleman from Pennsylvania, [Mr. 
Waicur,] and then I shail call for the previous 
question. 

Mr. WRIGHT, of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speak- 
er, | do not wish to take up the time of the House 


T will yield now for a few min- | 


with truth, that it is the ** rank’? which receives 


the honors and the pay,and the ‘‘file” which does | 


the work. There never were truer words uttered. 
I hold here in my band a medal 

[Cries.of ** Order!” © Order !’?] 

Mr. EDGERTON. 


order, 


House. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. 


taken. 
Mr. WRIGHT. I conceive that Il know enoygh 


of the rules which govern this body to be aware | 
whether | am in order or not. [Laughter.} Now, | 


I hold bere in my hand a medal, and it furnishes 


an illustration of the principle about which | am | 


going to make an argument. I hold here a Jetter 
written by the Governor of Pennsylvania to Wil- 
liam Pace, forwarding a medal. The inscription 
on the medal ts: 
To WitiiaM Pace, 
In testimony of his patriotism and bravery 
Insthe naval action on Lake Erie, 
September 10, 1814. 


There, sir, is the medal (producing it) granted 
Now, | want to say a word in re- 


to that man. 
spect to this man. 

{Cries of * Order 19? 6¢ Order! ah 

Mr. WRIGHT. IL am strictly tn order. 
this as an illustration. William Pace was born in 
the same town in which I was born. 

{Laughter, and renewed cries of ** Order!’’] 

Mr. EDGERTON. 
The remarks of the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
are not in order, as they have no connection with 
the question under consideration before the House. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. 
tains the question of order raised by the gentle- 
man from Ohio. The merits of William Pace are 
not under consideration. [{Laughter.] f 
tleman from Pennsylvania is indulging in a dis- 


cussion on the merits of William Pace, who | 
served in one of the actions on Lake Erie; and he 


will perceive that that is not in order. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Lam merely illustrsting my 
argument by relating an incident connected with 
the subject before the House. 

[Cries of **Order!”’ **Order!’’] 

Mr. WRIGHT. I am in order. I want to 
state here that | went before the Military Com- 
mittee of the House as an advocate for a:pension 
for this William Pace, who belonged to the ranks, 
and was deprived of the pension to which he was 
entitled, because 

[Renewed cries of ** Order!” ** Order!’’} 

Mr. LETCHER. I rise to a question of or- 
der, The remarks of the gentleman from Penn- 
sylvania are out of order. 

Mr. WRIGHT. Iam simply illustrating 

The SPEAKER pro tempore... The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania is not in order in discussing 
what took place on the application of this gentle- 
man for a pension. The gentleman will please 
confine himself to the bill under consideration. 

Mr. WRIGHT. The gentleman from Oregon, 

| in his remarks, alluded to the rank and file of the 
Army, and the title of the men to as much favor 
as the officers. If an officer dies, his widow, it 
appears, is entitled to favor and consideration at 
the hands of Congress, whether his case comes 
within the provisions of the rules laid down by 
the Military Committee of this House, or by the 
laws of Congress or not. But when it is the case 
of a man in the ranks, who dies in poverty, as 
this -unfortunate man, it is another thing. It 
makes no difference whether he receives from his 


| own country a medal for his services, or 


by any extended remarks on the subject of this | 


bill. But I wish to say a word or two with ref- 


erence to the claims of a gallant soldier in Penn- 


gylvania. And I hope those gentlemen who are || sit down, 


[Gries of “* Order !”’ “Order !’"} 

Mr. EDGERTON. I call for the enforcement 
of the rules of the House. The gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has been decided by the Chair to be 
out of order, and the rules provide that when a 
member is called to order, he shall immediately 
I insist upon the enforcement of the 


appealing to the House in favor of the widow of |, rule. 


General Brown, will permit me to cite an instanc 
which has come under my own observation, 
veka of ** Order !”’ and ‘* Question !""] 


| 


it 


Mr. WRIGHT. General Jacob Brown—— 
[Cries of ** Order!” ** Order !”’] 


The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 


ic. WRIGHT. 1 riee for the purpose of | from Ohio has insisted upon the enforcement of 


elaborati 


that whi 


an incident, which proves the truth of || the rules of the House, and the gentleman from 
has fallen from the lips of my friend || Pennsylvanie will take his seat. 


ESSIONAL GLOBE. 


1 rise to a question of |, 
The military service of the country, and | 
the rank and file, is not the question before the | 


The point of 
order raised by the gendeman from Ohio is well | 


I give | 
I rise to a point of order. | 


The Chair sus- | 


The gen- | 


Py Err duly @, 
Mr. WRIGHT. I wish wear 
| speak to the subject? to know if | Cannot 

Mr. EDGERTON. The gentle 
speak by the consent of the House. 

Mr. FULLER. I move that th 
permitted to proceed in order, 

The SPEAKER pro te e. 
can, proceed in oak. rae Sentleman 

Mr. WRIGHT. Mr. Brown wa: ; 
my own State. He wasa Quaker grades of 
and served his country gallantly, man, 

Mr. RUSSELL, I rise to a question of ord 
It is this: the gentleman from Oregon My 
Lane] is entitled to the floor, and he can 5, . 
yield ut for the purpose of a personal explanati, 

The SPEAKER pro lempore. The gentlemay 
from Oregon is entitled to the floor, and if the 
point of order is insisted upon, the Chair will ral 
that the gentleman from Oregon can permit ea 
other gentleman to occupy the floor only for te 
purpose of making a personal explanation, 4 

Mr, EDGERTON. [insist upon the enforce. 
ment of the rule, 

Mr. LANE. I have yielded the floor to the 
gentleman over the way, and to several others, and 
there was nota word said about it. | appeal to 
the House to let the gentleman proceed; and jf 
they will allow the gentlenan to go on for five 
minutes, | will then move the previous question 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has raised the question of order 
that the gentleman from Oregon cannot yield the 
floor, except for personal explanation. It is trye 
the gentleman from Oregon has yielded the floor to 
other individuals, and if the question of order had 
been raised in those instances, the Chair would 
have felt bound to sustain the point of order. 
Whenever it is insisted upon, the present occa- 
pant of the chair willenforce the rules. The Chair 

' must rule the gentleman from Pennsylvania ont of 
order. 

Mr. LANE. [I am sorry the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania has been ruled out of order, 

Mr. WRIGHT. 1 am not disposed to quarrel 
with the House in regard to the right of speaking, 

| yet, not having 

[Cries of ** Order!’ ** Order!’’] 

Mr. LANE. I now demand the previous 
| question. 
| The previous question was seconded, and the 

main question was ordered to be put, being first 
on the amendment proposed by Mr. Henpnicss 
to Mr. Huenes’s amendment. 

Mr. LETCHER. | demand the yeasand nays 
upon the amendment of the gentleman from }n- 
diana. 

The yeasand nays were ordered, 

The question was then taken, and it was de 
cided in the negative—yeas 60, nays 105; as fol- 
| lows: 
| YEAS—Messrs. James C. Allen, Willis Allen, David J. 


|| Bailey, Barksdale, Barry, Bliss Bocock, Caskie, Cham 
| berlain, Chastain, Chrisman, Churehwell, Cobb, Craige, 


| John G. Davis, Dent, Dowdell, Dunham, Eddy, Edmund- 
son, English, Flagler, Fuller, Giddings, Grow, Andrew J. 
Florence, Franklin, Goodrich, Green, Greenwood, Aaron 
Harlan, Harrison, Haven, Henn, Hill, Howe, Hughes, Hunt, 

. , 
So Mr. Henpricxs’s amendment was disagreed 
to. . 


| Harlan, Hendricks, Hibbard, Houston, George W. Jones, 

Keitt, Kurtz, Letcher, Lindsley, MeMullin, McNair, Me 

| 

| 

| 

Johnson, Daniel T’. Sonam. Glancy Jones, Kerr, Kidwell 
%, 

The question then recurred upon Mr. Hveuts 


man can Only 


e gentleman be 








Queen, Maxwell, May, Mayall, Smith Maller, Millsoa, 
Morrison, Orr, John Perkins, Phillips, Powell, Ruffs, 
Shannon, Shaw, Shower, Skelton, William Smith, George 
W. Smyth, Frederick P. Stanton, Stratton, Andrew Stuart, 
Trout, Vansant, and Daniel B. Wright—60. 
NAYS—Messrs, Abercrombie, Aiken, Appleton, Asbe, 
Belcher, Bennett, Benson, Boyce, Breckinridge, Bridges, 
Bugg, Campbell, Carpenter, Caruthers, Chandler, Clark, 
Clingman, Corwin, Cox, Crocker, Cullom, Cumming, 
Curtis, Thomas Davis, Dick, Dickinson, Eastman, Edger 
ton, Thomas D. Eliot, Ellison, Everhart, Farley, Fento, 
Kittredge, Knox, Lamb, Latham, Lilly, Lindley, ete 
loch, Mace, Macy, Matteson, Middleswarth, Joba G. Mi- 
ler, Morgan, Murray, Nichols, Noble, Norton, Mordeca 
Oliver, Parker, Peck, Peckham, Pennington, Bishop Per 
kins, Pratt, Preston, Pringle, Puryear, Ready, Reese, 
Ritchie, Robbins, Rowe, Russell, Sabin, Sapp, Sinan 
Gerrit Smith, Sollers, Richard H. Stanton, Hester LM: 
Stevens, David Stuart, John J. Taylor, Joho L. Taylor, 
Nathaniel G. Taylor, Thurston, Tweed. Wade, W — 
Walley, Elihu B. Washburne, Israel Washburn, Wels 
Tappan Wentworth, Wheeler, and Zollicofter—105. 


amendment; and being taken, it was decided 10 
the affirmative. . 
So the amendment was agreed to. 
The bil! was then ordered to be engr 


ossed and 
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rd and 


further conséderation; which was agreed to. 
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; d a third time; and being engrossed, it was ac- 
re inely read the third time. ; nal | 
nr, HUGHES. If move the previous question 
ov the passage of the bill. 

wre previous question was seconded, and the 

sin question ordered to be put, 

mur. LE TCHER, [demand the yeasand nays 
: re the passage of the bill. 

“phe yeas and nays were not ordered. 

The bill was then passed. 

Mr. HAVEN. | move to reconsider the vote 
“whieh the bill passed, and to lay the motion to 
»eonsider upon the table. 

"Phe latter motion was agreed to. 

Mr. PECK. I move that the House do now 
a Pre porn was agreed to; and thereupon (at 
twenty minutes before four o’clock, p.m.) the 
H se adjourned until to-morrow ,at eleven 


o’cl ek a. M. 


by wh 


IN SENATE. 
Fray, July 21, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Siicer. | 
¢ The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS. 


The PRESIDENT pro tempore laid before the 
Senate a report of the Postmaster General, com- 
municating, in compliance with a resolution of 
the Senate, information in relation to proposals 
submitted to him for the purchase of a site for 
a post office in Philadelphia; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Post Office and Post 
Roads, and ordered to be printed, 

Also, a copy of the statutes of Oregon, enacted 
by the Legislative Assembly at the session com- 
mencing 5th December, 1853; which was referred 
to the Committee on the Judiciary. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, presented a 
memorial of the Society of the Cincinnati, of the 
State of New Jersey, praying Congress to pass an 
act for the relief of the officers and soldiers of the 
revolutionary army, and their descendants; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

Mr. WADE presented a memorial, in the form 
of a resolution, in favor of releasing the bond 
given for the appearance of Otho Hinton, charged 
with robbing the mail, and who forfeited his re- | 
cognizance, now in suit in the circuit court of the 
United States for the district of Ohio, and of dis- 
missing the suit; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judicary. 

Also, a petition of citizens of Ravenna, Ohio, 
praying that the soldiers of the last war with 
Great Britain, and the widows of those deceased, 
may be allowed the same pensions as have been | 
granted to the soldiers of the revolutionary war; 
which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands, 

Mr. CHASE presented the following petitions, 
praying the abolition of slavery in the District of 
Columbia; which were ordered to lie on the table: 

A petition of Josiah Bond and other citizens of | 
Pennsylvania; 

A petition of D. W. Atkinson, and other citi- 
zens of Warren county, Iowa; 

A petition of Wesley Mart, and other citizens 
of Ohio: and | 

A petition of Caleb Stett, and other citizens of | 

ortage county, Ohio. 

Also, a petition of Josiah Bond, and other citi- 
zens of Pennsylvania, praying the abolition of 
slavery throughout the United States, or that the | 
people of Pennsylvania may be relieved from the | 
responsibility of aiding in its support; which was | 
ordered to lie on the table. | 


i 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. | 


Mr. THOMSON, of New Jersey, from the | 
ommittee on Naval Affairs, to whom was re- 
ferred a bill to establish a navy-yard and depot | 
hear the city of New Orleans, reported it back | 
Without amendment. _ | 
Te also, from the same committee, to whom 
was referred the petition of L. F. Frazee, praying | 
Ongress to purchase his patent life-boat for the | 
use of the Navy, asked to be discharged from its || 


Mr. PETTIT, from the Committee on Private || 
d Claims, to whom was referred the petition || 








of the heirs of Wolcott Lawrence, late of Monroe, | 


Michigan, deceased, praying remuneration for 
lands improperly sold to him by the General Gov- 
ernment, asked to be discharged from its further 
consideration, and that it be referred to the Com- 
mittee on Claims; which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to whom was referred the petition of 
Elliot Smith, William C. Green, and Nathan 
Farnsworth, praying to be allowed salvage on the 
ship Charles Wharton, employed as a Govern- 
ment transport, and rescued by them when in 
distress off Tampa Bay, and compensation for 
their time, and the cargoes of their vessels, which 
they were compelled to throw overboard to effect 
the rescue of said ship, submitted a report, a¢com- 
panied by a bill for their relief; which was read, 
and passed to a second reading, The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

ARMY APPROPRIATION BILL. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that the House had passed a bill 
making appropriations for the support of the 
Army for the year ending the 30th of June, 1855; 
which was read twice by its title, and referred to 
the Committee on Military Affairs. ~ 

MEETING OF CONGRESS. 

Mr. GEYER asked and obtained the unani- 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce a bill 
fixing the time for the next meeting of Congress; 
which was read a first and second time by its 
title. 

HOMESTEAD BILL. 


The bill from the House of Representatives ‘‘to 
grant a homestead of a hundred and sixty acres 
of the public lands to actual settlers,’’ was read a 
third time, and the question was stated to be, 


i ** Shall the bill pass, as amended ?”’ 


Mr. SILIELDS. Before the vote is taken I 
wish to place myself right before my constituents, 
so far as my own action is concerned in abandon- 
ing what was the homestead bill, and voting for 
the substitute of the Senator from Virginia, which 
has now become the bill before us. I wish to 
state that, in voting for it, lam consistent with the 
course which | myself recommended when at the 
head of the General Land Office in 1845. I wish to 
refer to the report which I then made in order to 
place myself right at home, with my own friends 
and constituents. At that time I had the honor 
of making a reportupon the subject of the public 
lands, to which | will yefer. I then said: 

‘¢T therefore recommend that all lands that have been 
in the market not exceeding five years constitute the first 
class; more than five, and not exceeding ten years, the 
second class; more than ten, and not exceeding fifteen, 


the third class; more than fifleen, and not exceeding | 


twenty, the fourth class; more than twenty, and nut ex 
ceeding twenty-five, the fifth class; and that all the resi 
due in matket Over twenty five years, and remaining 
unsold, vest absolutely in the particular States in which 
they are situated,’’ 

Thus it will be seen that I then recommended 
precisely what is now contained in this bill as it 
stands, that the public lands should be divided 
into five classes, the price of which should be 
graduated according to the time they have been 
exposed to sale. I also used this language in the 
same report: 

‘As $1 27 is the average maximum price of the best 
quality of Jands, it must be admitied that $1 25 per acre 
will be a sufficient minimum price for lands of the first 
class; one dollar forthe second ; seventy-five cents for the 
third ; fifty cents for the fourth; and twenty-five cents for 
land of the fifth class. 

I state this because, as 1 had to abandon what 
was considered a favorite measure with us in 
the West, and as none of us abandoned it until 
we considered it lost, ] had the good fortune then, 
to fall back upon the recommendations which | 


| had the honor to make when I was charged with 


this subject as the Commissioner of te General 
Land Office. 

Mr. COOPER. I shail not detain the Senate 
by making any extended remarks upon this bill, 
but as I was absent during the period of its dis- 
cussion, I merely rise to state what would have 
been my course in relation to it, if | had been 
present. 


voted against itin its original form. Iam opposed 


to it in its present form, and would vote against || 
aired off with the | 
r. Sewarp,] I do |) ver take it at the graduated price, for the State is 


it if I voted at all, but havin 
Senator from New York, 


I was opposed to the homestead bill as | 
| it originally came to the Senate, and should have 


not feel myself at liberty to*vote. I do not think, 
at this stage of the matter, that it would be proper 
to go inte a discussion of the reasons which would 
have induced my opposition to the eriginal bill. 
It is defeated, and that is enough for me, | merely 
arose, sir, for the purpose of saying that | was 
opposed to it, in order that my constituents may 
know my position in relation to it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. There havo been two favorite 
measures with myself, with the delegation from 
my State, and with the people of my State, for 
many years; and, I believe, with the West gen- 
erally. One was a graduation of the price of the 
publhe lands; the other was a homestead to the 
actual settler. The bill which was ordered to be 
engrossed last evening accomplishes both objecis 
ina manner entirely satisfactory to some, and I 
have no doubt to ail the people, I do not con- 
sider, therefore, that in adopung the substitute of 
the Senator from Virginia, we abandor anything 
that is material. ‘On the contrary, we have secured 
the object enurely satisfactory, so far as the home- 
stead is concerned, and we have secured the grad- 
uation principle besides. 

The bill accomplisbed, instead of one good aub- 
ject, several very good objects, and for that reason 
{ was entirely satisfied with the result of the 
measure, and believe that our people will be sat- 
isfied with u. I do not think we have abandoned 
the House bill by any means, The bill ef Gen- 
eral Dawson, of the House, is the principle which, 
with a very slight modification, has been putinto 
this bill. I think the members of the House will 
congratulate themselves that the bill bas been 
modified instead of being destroyed, and that the 
distinguished author of that bill, who has labored 
so assiduously with it, will feel that while we 
have done justice to his own measure we have 
only put in another one which the House of Rep- 
resentatives have several times passed. They 
have passed the homestead before; they have 
passed a graduation bill before; and we have put 
the two together. 

Mr. STUART. I should not say a word on 
this bill, if it were not for the iatimation that the 
homestead principle was abandoned in it. I sought 
to say something on that subject the other day, 
but was very abruptly prevented from doing so. 
This bill combines everything, in my judgment, 
which is valuable to the United States on the one 
side, and to the new States and the people gener- 
ally on the other. It graduates.the price of the 
public lands upen the only scinciohs which is 
practicable, It confers the power to. construct 
railroads in all cases where the State in which the 
road is projected thinks it proper that it should be 
constructed. It also confers upon the States a 
power to take any portion of the lands which are 
in the State, at a graduated price, and to apply 
those lands according to its own wisdom. {t se 
cures, in each case, to the Government of the 
United States the graduated price, by providing 
that the patent can, in no case, issue until the 
graduated price is paid into the Treasury, and 
secures to every actual settler a homestead upon a 
principle and upon a basis as practically useful as 
any that can be devised, 

[t does it at a price within the reach of every 
man of common capacity and common industry, 
and, sir, the homestead provision within itself 
carries with it that check upon. the graduation 
principle which has given more difficulty, I appre- 
hend, to those wha have considered the subject 
than any other, to wit, it prevents private specu- 
lators from grasping the graduated land in the 
State, because if private speculators shail assume 
to purchase all the lands that lie in the State at 
twenty-five cents.an acre for instance, they do not 
retard the homestead man, for he can take any 
class, even the dollar class at twenty-five cents. 
Hence, if speculation seek to apgrandize iteelf in 
this instance, the actual settler ceases. to. become 
the purchaser from them, and takes fromthe Gov- 
ernment under this bill at twenty-five cents an 
acre. 

Another chec« is plaved upon that by giving the 
preémptory right to the States. The State has 
the first nght under the bill to take a graduated 
class of lands and thus prevent them from being 
seized upon by speculators, and the price élevated 
according to speculative cupidity, so that the 
State never can be the loser if it takes Jand at a 
graduated price and sells it, or lets the actual set 
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State chargeable with interest. 


Now, Mr. President, when it is said that any | 


rinciple of the homestead has been abandoned 
c this bill, a greater mistake never was fallen 
into. The bill is stripped of all objectionable fea- 
tures, which some gentlemen entertained towards 
the House bill. It provides a price, as I have 
said, one within the reach of everybody. 
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ment, since grants to actual settlers would, in fact, | 
be, generally, grants to the landless. 


|| substitute now before us proposes sales, at very 


It takes away what some gentlemen think the | 
obnoxious provisions in respect to the character |, 
of the persons who might enter the States under | 


the original bill, by leaving it entirely to State 
lnwe todetermine that subject; for no mancan take, 
under the homestead principle of this bill as it 
now stands, unless he be aman who, by the laws 


of the State in which the lands lie, is entitled to | 


hold land therein. 
this capacity is given upon the only true basis— 
the basis of the preémption principle. 

I shall not detain the Senate upon this subject. 
I merely rose to discharge a duty to myself. I 
wished, so far as lay in my peoste to correct an 
error which may have gone abroad tothe country, 
in consequence of remarks which may have fallen 


In respect to the Territories, | 


from some gentlemen, that the homestead princi- | 


ple is abandoned by the adoption of this bill as it 
is. Sir, it is secured in a shape which ought to 
be fully acceptable to every man with whom that 
principle is a favorite. Having said this much, I 
shall cheerfully vote for the passage of the bill. 

Mr. BADGER addressed the Senate. 

Mr. PETTIT. I wish to point out an error in 
the bill as it stands, which | hope the Senate by 
unanimous consent will allow to be corrected. It 
is a provision which was altered in the original 
bill, but which by a mistake was retained in the 
substitute of the Senator from Virginia, [Mr. 
Howrter,} which has now become the present bill. 
it is that provision which authorizes executors 
and administrators to sell the infant’s estate ac- 
cording to the laws of the infants domicile instead 
of according to the laws of the estate where the 
land lies. 

This can easily be remedied by consent. 
provision now is: ‘*In accordance with the laws 
of the State in which such children, for the time 
being, havetheir domicile.’’ It should read: ‘* In 
accordance with the laws of the State in which 
such lands are situated.” I* hope there will be 
universal consent to have this amendment made 
before the bill is put on its passage. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. Bricurt.) 
It requires unanimous consent to make an amend- 


ment at this stage, but if there be no objection, it | 
|| this bill. 


will be considered as adopted by unanimous con- 
sent. 

There was no objection. 

The discussion was continued by Messrs. 
Toomss and Banger. 


sion is to go on, I will ask that the further con- 
sideration of the bill be postponed until to-mor- 


The | 





row, for the purpose of going into Executive | 


session. 
Several Sewarors. 
Mr. MASON, 
whether it is to be further discussed. 
Mr. CHASE. I desire to say a few words. 


“Oh, no!” 


Mr. MASON. Here is one gentleman who || 


| 
Hi 


wants to discuss it. 


|| burial. 





low prices, instead of free grants. I voted, there- 
homestead bill of the House; but the Senate has 
seen fit to adopt it by a large vote, and the sole 
question now submitted to me is, whether I will 
vote for the only measure which can possibly pass 
at this session. : 

1 have looked carefully into this substitute. I 
see in it many valuable provisions. I do not see | 


in it some things I desire to see, and I see some I || 
But, sir, || 


should have wished not to see there. 


But the | 


OBE. 


a aN ae 


not to pay until the goers has paid, nor is the | that it was a near approximation to its require- | Mr. BRODHEAD. 


| 
| 
| 


/ any means. 
fore, against its adoption an as amendment of the | 


It is said by some of the friends of the h 


| let the title declare it. 


___Suly 21, 
Ladd to it the worac ace 

for other purposes.”’ © Words “ang 
Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I do Not like the: 


amendment. I am not very anxious about it } 


I know the Senator f; 
vania is, as he was, an enemy of incrm Petney 


0 
If it i8 80, 


pnonen that this is a homestead bill, 


The amendment was agreed to; and the title, as 


amended, was adopted. 


weighing the reasons in its favor with those against || 


it, | have come to the conclusion that I am bound 
to go for it. Although it is not the homestead 
bill, yet it secures large and important benefits to 
the actual settler upon the public lands directly 
through 


to the friends of the actual settlers. 
fore, vote for it. 


Mr. CLAY. 


in order to satisfy my constituents. I moved an 
amendment to the substitute which was intro- 


duced by my friend from Mississippi, providing || ; t 

d | yesterday morning I promised that if it was dig. 
|| less than one hundred and sixty acres, might be || o L \ 
pone it. I did so with the understanding that i, 


that those settlers upon the public lands who held 


permitted to enter lands adjoining their farms to 


an amount making, with that which they might | 
own previous to the entry, the number of one || 
| colleague, or any other Senator, but 


hundred and sixty acres. I did not offer that 
amendment to this bill. My reason was not that 
I did not think that they were entitled to that 


preference, but because I was unwilling toperil or | 


defer the passage of a bill which contained so 
many Stil 


my State, where the lands will probably be re- 


duced, under the provisions of this bill, to twenty- || 
| five cents an acre, at all events. 
| of this measure from other land States, equally | 
| interested with myself in behalf of those who may | 
| now own less than one hundred and sixty acres 


of land, thought it better not to embarrass the bill 
with the amendment suggested. By their advice, 
I declined offering the amendment. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. 


their bones.’”’ 


I have gone all 


have talked long enough. 


Mr. WELLER called for the yeas and nays | 


|| upon the passage of the bill: and they were or- 


I only want to know the fact | 


1 


|| dered, and taken, with the following result: 
YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Bright, Brodhead, | 


| Brown, Butler, Cass, Chase, Clay, Dodge of Wisconsin, 


|| Dodge of lowa, Douglas, Evans, Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, | 
Hamlin, Houston, Hunter, James, Johnson, Jones of lowa, | 
Mallory, Mason, Pettit, Rusk, Sebastian, Shields, Slidell, | 


its own provisions, or immediately | 
through the provisions in favor of the land States, || 
which it seems to me ought to commend the bill || 
I shall, there- | 


** 1 come to bury | 
| Cesar, not to praise him. The evil, that men || 
| do, lives after them; the good is oft interred with || 
Such, I think, is the condition of |) T 
Certainly we killed it last night, and all || *°*** 
|| that remains for us to do is to give it a decent 
I-should like to have some pomp and | 
|| ceremony about it, if I could. 
| round the Senate, but I cannot even get pall bear- 
Mr. MASON. Mr. President, if this discus- || ers enough to give it a respectful burial. 


|| therefore, we shall consign it to the grave. We | 





take up the Texan debt bill. 


I feel it due to myself to make || 
a single remark by way of personal explanation, || 


things, by providing for an inconsid- || 
erable number of the people, and particularly in | q ’ : 
|| consideration of the bill. 


Besides, friends || 


| sider the civil and diplomatic 


On motion by Mr. HUNTER, it was 
Ordered, That the bill, as passed, be printed. 


TEXAS DEBT BILL. 
Mr. BRIGHT. I now move that the Senate 


Mr. GWIN.. I hope we shall take UP and con. 


appropriation }j 
Is it the object of the Senator 1 lente dickeaie 
on the Texan debt bill? - 

Mr. BRIGHT. The object of the Senator is 
to get up the bill, and to have a vote upon it, | 
suppose it can be done this morning beyond doulx 

Mr.MASON. I ask the Senate, with grea 
regret so far as the Senator’s bill is concerned not 
to take up that bill, in order that we may Zo into 
Executive session, and dispose of Executive bus- 
iness. 


Mr. BRIGHT. The Senate will recollect that 
cussed over half an hour, I should agree to post. 


would be taken up this morning and disposed of, 
Mr. PETTIT. I dislike to interfere with my 


‘ r ! I am very 
desirous of having a resolution considered, which 


| [laid upon the table last Saturday, providing for 


the printing of a number of copies of the Kansas 


, and Nebraska act. The session is drawing toa 


close, and it ought to be acted on. 

Mr. BRIGHT. 1 will ask but an hour for the 
If it shall take more 
than that time, I shall be willing to let it go over, 

Mr. Bricut’s motion was agreed to; and the 


| Senate accordingly, as in Committee of the Whole, 


resumed the consideration of the bill to provide 
for thé payment of such creditors of the late Re- 
public of ‘Texas as are comprehended in the act 
of Congress of September 9, 1850, the pending 
question being on the amendment of Mr. Baicur, 


| to add to the amendment of the committee the 
| following: 


Provided, That the interest on the debt embraced in this 
act shall be determined by the existing laws of the State of 


The amendment to the amendment was agreed 
to 


Mr. HUNTER. I knowit is not in order un- 


| less by general consent; but I wish to say that, if 
I hope, || 


the bill is not disposed of at one o’clock, | hope 
we shall postpone it, and either take up the civil 
and diplomatic appropriation bill, or go into Exec- 
ulive session. 

Mr. STUART. Give an hour to its considers- 


'| tion. 


Mr. BRIGHT. That is a method of defeating 
the bill entirely. Senators could talk it out, if they 
choose, by that means. I name an hour, forthe 
reason that, | think, within that time we can cer 
tainly dispose of it. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen. sey ye eed Weller 35. ee? Toombs Tou |) Mr. CHASE. I move to strike out “eight,” 
ator submit a motion to postpone? | oN 
I do. 


AYS—Messrs. Badger, Bell, Dawson, Fessenden, || and insert ‘‘six,’’ so as to make the amount 

Mr. MASON. || Fish, Foot, Gillette, Jones of Tennessee, Pearce, Pratt, || $6,500,000. he 
Mr. HUNTER. I hope my colleague will not || 24 Rockwell—11. The PRESIDING OFFICER. The question is 
press it, but let us get to a vote upon the bill. | So the bill was passed. | on the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, 
Mr. MASON. t is manifest that we cannot || Mr. BRODHEAD. It ill b t reduce the amount from $8,500,000 to $6,500,000. 
et to a vote to-day. The Senators over the way | id he title of the bill rs 4 eee ae Mr. CHASE. | desire to state the grounds 
Sass wonpumted Gat Tear 3a discussing a question | °™En@ the title of the bully in order to make it || which that amendment is based. It will test the 
i uestion as well as any other, and I think better, 








iateiote.: 4 het || consistert with the substitute of the Senator from 
> 


The PR 


se, is not now involved. 


is on the motion to 
Mr. MASON. 
1 withdraw it. 

Mr, CHASE. I ask the indulgence of the 
Senate but for three minutes. I do not regard this 
substitute as rent. out fully the principle of 
the homestead bill. That principle required free 
grants of public lands to the landless. The prin- 
ciple of free grants to actual settlers, without ref- 
erence to their condition, as provided for by the 
bill, came from the House, and which has been 
under discussion, was accepted by the friends of 
the original homestead principle, on the ground 

¢ > a 


po. 
t the solicitation of Senators, 


IDING OFFICER. The question | Virginia. I therefore move to amend it so thatit 


i will read as follows: 


} 


**An act to reduce and graduate the price of the 
public lands to purebasers and actual settlers, and 
to grant the rightof preémption in certain cases.”’ 

Mr. ADAMS. ‘And for other purposes.” 

Mr.GWIN. That certainly does not cover 
the object of the bill. “And for other purposes” 
should be added to it. 

Mr. BADGER. I would suggest that as there 
is some little difference amongst the friends of the 
bill, its title should be ‘* An act for certain pur- 
poses therein mentioned.” That will accomplish 
everything. (Laughter.] 


than any other upon this bill, The Senator from 
Indiana [Mr. Bricut] stated to the Senate thei 
the debt and interest at this time amount to some 
thing less than $6,000,000. Adding to the ‘ 
cipal and interest the fourteen per cent. which | 

Secretary of tae Treasu — pays in a 
for debts of this class, being the premium W . 

the stock would command in market, it mac® 
according to the statement of the Senator from 
Indiana, $6,500,000. { have verified that eS 
ment by my own calculation, and find it we 
correct. The simple question submitted to af 
Senate now is, shall we assume $2, 


the debt of Texas in ‘addition to that provide! 
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———s : . 1 
op in the articles of annexation and in the act of || 


~ Senator from Virginia has well said, and 
he has been followed in that by the Senator from | 
~opnecticut, (Mr. Tovcer,] that there was no | 
ei ,a| obligation on the.part of the United States 
we eame and pay this debt. The obligation is 
. al by a positive statute; and that statute we 
“without any exception, propose to fulfill. We 
de not propose to abate one jot or tittle of any of 
xs obligations. But, sir, the Senator from Con- 
necticut went on to say that this bill was a mere 
anticipation of interest to become due, and that, 
therefore, we might pay the amount proposed to 
be appropriated, although there was no legal claim 
onthe Treasury. That honorable Senator, if I | 
ecollect aright, objected to the grant of public || 
lands to the States for a particular purpose, be- | 


suse there Was no constitutional power on the 


nart of Congress to dispose of those lands other- | 
wise than to dispose of the money; and that there 
could be no power to dispose of money, except in 
execution of some one of the powers of the Gen- 
eral Government. He now tells us that there is | 
no obligation whatever to pay these $2,000,000; 
and yet he says that he will assume to pay it. I 
cannot quite perceive the consistency of these | 
positions. There is no obligation to pay the | 
money. [tis ameregratuity; yet he says to this | 
extent we may assume to pay the debt. 

Now, sir, one of the articles of the Democratic 
platform, if I may be pardoned for refering to 
sucha document as that, is, that the Democratic 
party will not sanction the assumption by the Gen- 
eral Government of the debts of any State. This 
is confeasedly, all around, the assumption of | 
¢2,000,000 of the debt of the State of Texas, with- 
out any obligation whatever on our part. 

[ think, sir, | have made myself clear. I sim- 

ly ask for the yeas and nays.on my amendment, 
Gane { conceive this to be the test question on 
the bill, and I suppose it may as well come to the 
vote. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. BAYARD. Mr. President, as I voted at 
the last session of Congress against the issue of 
stock to the amount of $8,500,000, or something of 
that kind, for this debt, | wish now to give my | 
reasons,as succinctly as I can, why I shall vote in | 
favor of the present bill, and against the amend- | 
ment. 

I still adhere to the opinion that the Govern- | 
ment of the United States is not bound for any 
portion of these debts beyond the extent of its 
agreement to pay. I do not read the Jaw of na- 
tions according to the doctrines of some honora- | 
ble Senators here, and I do not think the obligation | 
for the debts of Texas exists; but there is an evi- | 
dent difference of opinion on that point. A large | 


| particular time. 


| that the obligation to pay exists, 
| obliged to pay the interest, and whether we pay 


| terial. 
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We have chosen to retain this fund for the | 
benefit of her and her creditors. She and her | 
creditors cannot agree as to the terms on which | 
the settlement shall be made. Texas, therefore, || 
suffers the stock to remain uncalled for. It is 
drawing interest in the mean time, and it will draw 
interest until its maturity, and she comes to a set- 
tlement with her creditors. Thecondition does 
not compel her to have those releases filed at any 
The condition affects the credi- 
tors. She cannot draw the stock until their re- 
leases are filed; but if those releases be filed at the | 
lapse of the time when thestock matures, the pay- 
ment of the whole amount, principal and interest, 
age as obligatory on this Government as if the 
releases were filed now. The loss may be to 
Texas, for she will not get her interest in the 
mean time. But, in point of policy, the loss is also 
to us, for the money is lying dead in the Treasury, | 
and the interest is running on against us, and we 
shall have the $8,500,000 to pay at the end of the 
time, because the stipulation is to issue stock, and 
not to pay money. We shall have to pay the | 
whole amount, however, at the end of the four- 
teen years, and I understand this bill, in point of 
policy, to be based upon that idea. 

What, then, is our condition? We have a re- 
dundant Treasury. Here isa case in which there 
are differences of opinion as to the extent of the 
obligation, or the equitable obligation, if you 
please, of the United States, to pay the whole 
debt, which amounts to over $10,000,000; but the | 
creditors are willing, as we are informed, to come 
in and take this $8,500,000. We propose to pay 
that under this bill, if the State of Texas will 
agree to its provisions. Sir, if we do not pass 
this bill, the result may be, in the course of a few 
years, with the fluctuations that take place in the 
body, that the opinion may obtain under those 
circumstances, that we are bound for the whole 
debt, and we shall have more than $10,000,000 to 
pay, with probably the Treasury not in as good a 





|| condition to pay as now. 


Under these circumstances, making allowance | 
for difference of opinion, though I do not consider 
et we are 


it in advance, or at the end of the time, is imma- 
It is perfectly certain, with the experience 
which we have had, that there can be no settle- 
ment of the matter on any other terms. Interest | 
is running on against us, and the money is lying 
idle in the Treasury, and ultimately we shall, at | 
any rate, have to pay $8,500,000, and probably | 
more, if the character of the Senate, or the views 


of the Senate, change as to any legalor equitable || 


obligation on our part, under the laws of nations, | 


| to pay the whole amount of the claims of these 


number of the members of this body entertain the || 


opinion that we are bound for the whole debt of || 


Texas for which the import revenues of that Re- | 
public were pledged. 1 do not admit that princi- | 
ple as affecting distinct nationalities; but I do not | 
mean to enter into that question, but I mean to 
show why, as a matter of policy, I shall vote for | 
this bill, though I do not consider that there is | 
any obligation, arising out of the law of nations, 
on us to pay this money, or any obligation in re- || 
gard to it, within the contract which we have | 
assumed, arising, probably, from the looseness | 
with which the provision was inserted in the act | 
of 1850, which stipulated for the payment of ten |, 
millions to Texas. No Senator doubts the obli- 
at to pay to the extent of that stipulation. |, 
ell, sir, what was that stipulation ? tt was to || 
pey Texas $10,000,000 in a particular mode; that || 
wall, It was to be paid by the issue of a five per | 
cent. stock, redeemable in fourteen years. 
-— it me stock, but the “3 con- 
) roviso that the remainin 000,000, || 
which should bear an interest of fy eee wea 
redeemable in fourteen years, should not be issued 
—not until Texas had done any act, but until the | 
creditors of Texas, who had a specific 
Uso or revenue duties, should release the 
nited States from any claims they alleged they 


creditors. Many able men sustain that view. I 
differ from them. Ido net go into that ground, 
however, but in point of policy, thinking that we 


| have nothing to gain by den yINe the payment of 
r 


We || of the obligations of debts for which her customs | 
| revenues were bound. 


| made no contract with us. They treat 


this interest, and that the Treasury is now in a | 
condition to enable us to do it, I cannot seg that 
there is any great difference between the paying of 
the interest in advance, instead of paying it here- 
after. I am willing, therefore, to vote for this | 
bill. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Mr. President, I do not in- | 
tend to enter into the argument of this question, | 
but I wish to state briefly the reasons why I can- 
not vote for the bill. 1 do not hold that we are | 
under any obligation to pay the debts of Texas 
any further than we stipulated to do so in the 
compromise measures of 1850. By one of those | 
laws, we undertook to pay the State of Texas 





$10,000,000; $5,000,000 of which were to be re- || 


served until Texas furnished us with the releases | 


Weare now told that there is an inability to | 


of Texas, as to the mode of payment of that | 
$5,000,000. Ifthere is an inability to agree, how | 


ledge on || can they come tous and ask us to pay the amount? | 


The creditors have no business here. They have | 
with 





| 
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dollar, principal and interest, the moment we can 
get a receipt which is valid, so as to liquidate the 
claim against us. If we pay these claims to the 
creditors without releases from Texas, we shall 





| stili owe to Texas, for we shall not have liquidated 


the obligation. 
Then, sir, | am ready to pay the $5,000,000, 
and interest upon it,in pursuance of our contract. 
That is all Texas can claim. It is stated—and I be- 
lieve correctly—that, taking the $5,000,000 of prin- 
cipal, and adding the interest up to this time, and 
adding, besides, the present premium on such 
stock, the whole would amount to $6,500,000. 
That, I think, isthe highest sum that can possibly 
be claimed, if we pay now. But the bill, as it 
stands, proposes to pay $8,500,000. How is it 
that gentlemen arrive at the conclusion that we 
owe these additional two millions? Why, they 
say there will be two millions of interest due when 
the debt shall become payable ten years from now. 
That is very true. But why should we pay the 
money now, and pay the interest for ten yearson 
a debt which we do not owe ? 
We are now paying interest on debts which we 
owe to foreign countries. If we were to take this 
money, and with it liquidate debts that we owe to 
foreign countries, we should stop interest on the 
amount of $2,000,000. Hencel say, if we now 
pay interest for ten years on adebt which we shall 
not owe during that time, we shall be making a 
present to the creditors of Texas to the extent of 
that interest, which is $2,000,000. I look upon 
this as a proposition distinctly to make a present, 
a gratuity, of $2,000,000 to the State of Texas, 
for the benefit of her creditors, over and above any 
legal obligation on our part to pay. 
hen, sir, if there is no legal allegation, what 
moral obligation is there on our part to pay this 
debt? We are told there is a moral obligation on 
us, because Texas, prior to her annexation, had 
pledged her revenues specifically for the payment 
of a certain portion of this debt. Suppose she 
had. Well, it is said by the annexation those 
revenues inured to the Treasury of the United 
States, and not to the State of Texas. Sir, if 
Texas has made an arrangement with us since 
she pledged her revenues, inconsistent with that 
pledge, it is a question between the bondholders 
and Texas. It isa question of faith between them 
with which we have nothing to do, because the 
creditors have no claim upon us. Texas, when 
she made the pledge, only pledged her faith. If 
she has done any act inconsistent with the pledge, 
it is a question between herand her creditors, with 
which we cannot interfere. 
But, sir, is it true that, by the annexation of 
Texas, we diminished the means of Texas to pay 
her debts? If we did not, surely there is no moral 
obligation upon us to pay any of those debts; but 
if we did diminish her means to discharge her 
debts, it may be said there is a moral, although 
no legal obligation on us, to make up thedeficiency. 
Now, do we not know it to be a historical fact 
that every creditor of Texas was anxious for an- 
nexation, in order-thereby to increase the chances 
of getting his debts paid. Did not the bonds go 
up in the~market two, three, four, or even ten- 
fold the moment annexation took place, in conse- 
quence of annexation? Then I say the effect of 
annexation, instead of diminishing the means 
of Texas to pay her debts, or instead of diminish- 
ing the value of the obligations which she owed, 
| was to enhance them in the market wherever 
| they were found. This shows that we aided 

Texas and her bondholders by our action, instead 
| of diminishing the value of their bonds. 

Again, there was a distinct stipulation in the 
resolutions of annexation that Texas was to keep 
her own lands, and pay her own debts; thus show- 
_ ing that she had no claim upon us. Nobody con- 
, ceived that we were ever to be called upon to pey 

ur- 


e€ per cent., || agree between the creditors of Texasand the State || any portion of her debt. But yet, in 1850, 


| ing the slavery agitation, it became necessary for 
- to buy a ae of land to which Texas had 

claim, and to pay her liberally for it, in order to 
| settle an existing controversy. We did agree to 
| pay her $10,000,000 for that land. I voted for it. 


- oy them. That is the form of the condi- || Texas. Theirclaim is upon Texas. We owe to || At the time | voted for it, I did not believe the 
sh al t that condition did not provide that Texas || the State of Texas these $5,000,000. We were | land was worth enough to pay the expenses of 
ould be required to have those releases filed in || by the stipulation to pay it to Texas, and not to 


ow, Give time. 
Was not to 
What, then, is 


The obligation of the United 
y money, but to issue stock. |) 
e position of Texas? She is || 


a it to Texas until she furnishéd the releases. 
hen Texas shall furnish the releases, we shall 


| its survey; I do not ! ; 
| the creditors. We were not, however, bound to |, $10,000,000 were well paid to get rid of a difficulty 


elieve so now. But the 


which might carry serious, and even fatal, conse- 
quences to the ency of the Union. We 


* creditor of the United States for $5,000,000. | be ready to pay. I am ready to vote to pay every |) voted cheerfully to pay the $10,000,000. At that 
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time the creditors of Texas wished us to inserta 
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stipulation that $5,000,000 should be reserved, and | 
not paid to Texas until their releases were fi'ed, | 


so that they might get theirdebts. We were then 
told that the obligations wereonly something over 
$4,000,000. If I recollect aright, the Senator 
trom Maryland made a communication to us that 
$5.000,000 was more than enough to pay the 
whole. 

Mr. PEARCE. At the time to which the Sen- 
ator refers, [ did state, on the authority of a doc- 
ument with which | had been furnished from the 
auditor’s office of the State of Texas, that the 
amount of the debts of Texas, from which her 
revenues from imports were pledged, was about 
$4,500,000. It turned out afierwards, however, 
that, in this estimate, they only took into conside- 
ration those bonds in which, upon their face, the 
revenues from customs were pledged eo nomine. 
There were, as it turned out afterwards, other 
bonds for which the revenues were pledged, 
though notin that form, but equally as effectuai. 
That eniarged the class. 
troduction of that bill, | had been aware of the 
amount of all the debts for which those revenues 
were pledged, | think I should have reserved a 
great deal more. 

Mr. RUSK. The words contained in the bound- 
ary actare: ** The debts for which the revenues 
of Texne, from impost duties, were specially 
pledged.”’ There were a great many such debts, 
but covering, I believe, altogether, a little Jess 
than $5,000,000. The matter, however, was sub- 
mitted to the Secretary of the Treasury, to de- 
termine what class of the debts of Texas came 
under the provisions of the boundary act. He 
examined the laws of Texas, and determined that, 
in all cases where the revenues generally were 
pledged, there wasa special pledge of the revenues 
from impost duties, 

Mr. DOUGLAS. Well, Mr. President, the 
point T was stating was, that we acted in 1850 
upon the supposition that there were less than 
$5,000,000 of the debts of Texas for which these 
revenues were pledged. I did not then understand 
that we were under the slightest moral or legal 


obligation to pay one dollar of that indebtedness. | 


I did not understand that that act was making 
us assume any of those debts; but that, inas- 
much as we were to pay $10,000,000, and as it 
was understood that Texas was willing to take 
$5,000,000, and to furnish receipts for the remain- 
der, and that had been a compromise between 
Texas and the bondholders, we we willing to pay 
it in any shape that was agreeable to Texas, to 
whom the money was to be paid. We therefore 
put a stipulation that $5,000,000 were to be re- 
served. . 

But [ maintain that doés not contain any impli- 


eation that we assumed to pay the bonds, for the | 


assumption was to Texas and not to the bond- 
holders. We had nothing to do with the cred- 
itors. We did not acknowledge that we owed 
anything to the creditors. We acknowledge the 
debt to be to Texas. 
consideration of the land she granted. It was an 
obligation to pay her money, in consideration of | 
that land, abd to pay it in a particular form. 


The debt was created in | 


Now, sir, there is an attempt to argue that we | 
are bound to pay the debts of Texas, because, | 
poe to annexation, Texas had sprvelly pledged | 


er import revenues for the payment of 
If that be true, we are now making a still further 
assumption, and one the extent of which no one 


er debts. | 


ean calculate, by acknowledging that we are , 
bound to pay the debts of Texas, for which her | 


eee See pledged. If! recollect aright, when 
the 


reposition to annex Texas was pending, | 


roof was furnished that the whole of Texas had | 
eh specially pledged by Mexico to England tor 


the payment of sixty or elgnty millions. 
pledge, binding Mexico to England, holding a lien 
on Texas, was assumed by us when we annexed 


Texas, we should be bound, by the same princi- | 


le, to pay those sixty or eighty millions of dol- 


If that) 


If, at the time of the in- | 


dreds of millions of dollars we may be compelled 
'o pay in consequence of the annexation of Cali- 
fornia? , 

Sir, the same assumption would go back and 
compel us to pay the debts which Spain contracted 
before the independence of Mexico, inasmuch as 
she pledged Mexico for the payment of those 
debts. I fear, sir, that we are about establishing 
a principle of the assumption of debts which may 
carry with it one, two, or three hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars. No man can see how far it will 
go. 

[ am not willing to do any act by which we 
shall assume any obligation to pay one dollar 
beyond our stipulation. Our stipulation is for 
$5,000,000, with interest. 


that. If we now pay $2,000,000 for the purpose 
of compromise, we thereby admit the principle 
that we are bound for the whole. The moment 
you admit that principle,do you think your com- 
promise will stand to-day? Next year, they will 
demand of us to pay the balance of the debt. The 
moment we admit the principle, we shall be held 
responsible for the whole; and if the principle be 
correct, we ought to pay tne whole. Then who 
knows how far we shall be bound to pay the debts 
of Mexico to England, and to other European 
Powers, by which California and Texas were 
specially pledged. 

For these reasons I cannot vote to pay any more 
than that which we specifically assumed to pay 


' to the State of Texas in consideration of the lands 


ars to England, for which the whole State of | 


Texas, revenues, lands, and all, was pledged. 
I recollect aright, evidence was furnished also that 
a mort 


or, perhaps 
States of Mexico including California. 


e was held by the English bondholders, I 
England herself, on the northern | ‘* We will give you, at this time, $5,000,000, | 
If the || with the interest upon it, instead of requiring you 


if! 


we purchased of her in 1850. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Mr. President, there is noth- 
ing in this bill which commits the Government to 
pay a dollar beyond that which she is now com- 
mitted to pay on the Journals of Congress. The 
honorable Senator from Illinois must permit me 
to say that | think his argument is a very unfair 
one. If there are any mortgages existing of the 
character to which he refers, I should be glad to 
seethem. I apprehend, however, that his suppo- 
sition on that head is based merely on rumor, 
and that neither he nor any other Senator believes 
there is any probability that the United States can 
be charged with the payment of any other debt 
than that named in this bill, by the terms of the 
bill, orthat any principle or precedent will be es- 
tablished by the bill, which is not in accordance 
with previous legislation. ° 

The honorable Senator from Maryland [Mr. 
Pearce] has already stated that, at the time the 
compromise measures were passed, he prepared 
the amendment reserving 45,000,000 from the 
public Treasury with which to liquidate that part 
of the debt of Texas for which her public reve- 
nues had been pledged. He further states, what 
I know and what other Senators know to be the 
‘fact, that at that time the impression prevailed that 
$5,000,000 would cover ail that part of the debt 
of Texas, and no doubt it did cover all that part 
which upon its face appeared to be pledged for 
that object. 
previous acts of the Legislature of Texas had 
provided that other parts of her debt, issued at a 
former period, should operate in the same man- 


ner. If the committee who reported that bill had | 
known that the debt of Texas, of the description | 
or class | have mentioned, exceeded $5,000,000, | 
there is no doubt they would have made the pro- | 
viso broad enough, and the $10,000,000 would have | 
But it was supposed at the time | 


been reserved. 
that $5,000,000 would cover the entire amount, 


thus relieving the United States from all liability. | 
By the terms of the act of 1850 we are bound to | 
pay $5,000,000 in stock, bearing five per cent. in- | 


terest, and having fourteen yearstorun. Four years 
of that time have expired. The interest upon that, 
together with the premium, amounts, at this time, 
to $6,500,000. The entire debt of Texas amounts 
to between $12,500,000 and $13,000,000, and it is 


contended by or that the United States are liable | 

ut thatis a question which it is _ 
not necessary to consider now. There are mem- | 
bers in both branches of Congress, however, who |, 
acknowledge this liability, and it is with these facts | 
looking us in the face that we are called to meet | 


to pay that sum; 


this question. Now, we say to Texas, by this hill, 


ansexation of California binds us now to pay all | to wait nine years longer.” Whether Texas, by 


the debts for which California was previously | 


pledged, who knows how many millions or hun- 


i 


the act which appropriated $5,000,000, is made.a 
party to‘it in sueh a way that nothing can be done 


! am ready to pay that | 
to-day; but I am not willing to pay any more than 


But, as the honorable Senator said, | 
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|| with the $5,000,000-until her consent be obtaj 
|| is a question which we do not touch, Wen 

Texas: “If you will assent to this arran bes 
_we will make this appropriation.” J, wt the? 
more nor jess than this: A rOposition to aa 
the creditors of Texas, * Wwe will tive 10 
YOu will gipy 


ned, 


oN 2 eee that 

tull and final releases to the Unite 

about $13,000,000; and if there be ann ir 

you have any claim in addition to the Ppoiing| 
pay you, look to Texas for it.” We om. 
Texas, by the terms of this bill, If yo 
sent to this arrangement, we will carry it out 
good faith.”’ It is narrowed down to the si . 
ple proposition whether we shall advance the j,, 
terest now, or wait, as the Senator from Dulstas 
said, with an overflowing Treasury, nine van 

longer, and then mafe the payment, and in ‘: 
meantime be importuned from session to testide 
in reference to this debt. The committee ak 
weighing all the facts, and examining the questo 
in all its bearings, with an anxious desire tod 
justice to Texas, to the public Treasury, and toth 
creditors, have said tothem: ** We will cance! the 
obligation to issue the stock, and pay you direc) 
the amount that stock will be worth at the end of 
the term.” This seems reasonable to the Commi. 
tee on Finance; but, if not so, I hope the Senator 
from Illinois and others who agree with him will 
come forward with a better plan. 

Mr. WALKER. Mr. President, if I unde. 
stand the amendment of the Senator from Ohio, i 
reduces the sum which is proposed to be appropri. 
ated from $8,500,000, which includes principal and 
interest to this time, and anticipated interest foy 
nine years, to $6,500,000, which is the amountof 
the principal and interest up to this time, with the 
present premium upon the stock of the United 
States. I think that is a fair proposition, | feel 
willing to go thus far, but no further. I cannot see 
on what principles of justice we can be called upon 
to anticipate this interest for such a length of ume 
amounting to such a large sum—$2,000,000, 

Why, sir, if we had been in default, there are 
those here who would say that we ought not to 
pay interest. There are those here «ho would 
contend that the Government ought not to pay 

| interest, even if it were in default. Who are those 
Senators? Why, sir, first among them stands 
| the Senator from Delaware; | believe next to him 
stands the Senator from Indiana; and_yet they 
can now come forward and contend that where 
the Government is not under any obligation for 
the debt, where it is not in default, but when the 
debt is not yet due for nine years, we should step 
forward and anticipate it, and pay im advance the 
interest for that period. Yes, sir, those Senator 
who now contend most strenuously for the antic 
pation of this interest, and the payment of it to 
the creditors of Texas, are the very Senators who 
fight the question of interest here whenever 
private claimant sets up a claim to it, although 
the Government of the United States jmay hare 
been in default. It looks a little strange to met 
least. I am not able to see into the matter. 
Mr. BRIGHT. The Senator is not authorizel 
to say that, as a general principle, I fight what he 
calls interest. I allow interest where I thinkit# 
right, and I resist it where [ think it is wrong, 
governing myself by the facts as they preset! 
themselves in each case. ~* 
Mr. WALKER. That is right; but I believe 
the Senator and myself have very frequently dit 
fered in reference to what was right in regard 
interest. I have placed it upon this ground: The 
Government of the United States, under the Con- 
stitution, has no right to take private property i 
| public use without a just compensation. | have 

said heretofore, that | could see no distinet 

between taking $1,000 of private property and ¢- 

propriating it to public use directly without com 
pensation, and taking it by means of detaining® 
sum from an individual for a sufficient length 
time to produce the amount of $1,000, at the ler" 
rate of interest, and in this way taking 1 indi 
rectly. [have said that the Constitution prohibit 
as effectually the depriving an individual 0 i 
| property by this indirect means, as it does * 
| depriving him of it by direct and positive men 
| But, sir, here is a case where the Governmen' © 
not in default, where the Government has depriv®® 
nobody of anything, has appropriated the aes 
| erty of no one for public use, and yet it 1s #& 


Say | 
U Con. 


| that the Government shall step forward end ad 
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1354. 
«e interest for a long period, without consid- 
if the amount will be $8,500,000 when 
ye rime has arrived, what of it? [Is not money 
— worth in the country five per cent. ? | appre- 
Y so. The business community feel that it is 
i far more, and the sum which you have 
naked yp in your Treasury is imposing burdens 
ee the business community, and puting them to 
ot necessity of paying one and a half per cent. 
we month for money. Still it is here proposed, 
without any default on the part of the Govern- 
ment, to step forward now to advance nine years 
interest to those with whom we bave no contract, 
J to whom we are under no obligation. 
The amount is a large one. It is one that at- 
uncts attention. There may be danger lurking 
in its magnitude. It may be supposed that that 
induces gentlemen to act upon such matters when 
they would not if there were a small amount in- 
volved. Jam not sure that Shakspeare meant to 
charge persons with a lack of proper humanity 
when he said: 
«“ Through tatter’d clothes small vices do appear ; 

Robes, and furr’d gowns, hide all. Plate sin with gold, 

And the strong lance of justice hurtless breaks : 

Armitin rags, @ pigmy’s straw doth pierce it.” 


van 
eration. 


nt 


an 


| do not know that he intended in every instance 


to charge against humanity that this was their inten- 
tional feeling and intentional course; but men, with- 
out being aware of it, looking to national matters of 
this magnitude, sometimes will act differently, and 
act apparently with more magnanimity, and more 
justice, than when a solitary and, perhaps, humble 
individual comes and presents his claim for con- 
sideration. 1 am confident that Senators who ad- 
yocate this bill intend to do nothing but what is 
right, but they are certainly (perhaps not appre- 
ciating the position they occupy) acting differently 
upon this large scale from what they do upon asmaill 
one. We have so frequently seen it the case here 
that private individuals have asked for the pay- 
ment of interest when the debts have been with- 
held, and seen that interest refused, that we can- 
not help viewing with astonishment the proposition 
now to anticipate the obligations of the United 
States, and to pay nine years beforehand the in- 
terest before it_is due. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I had not the pleasure of 
hearing all that my friend from Texas [Mr. Rusk} 
said the other day in his speech on this subject. 
Iunderstood him, however, to set upa large claim 
against the United States for Indian spoliations. 
Now, if we pass this bill, and pay, as we shall 
pay under the bill, $1,800,000 over and above the 
principal, interest, and premium on the $5,000,000 
up to this time, will it be considered to that extent 
acredit upon that claim? I have great faith in 
the honorable Senator from Texas, and I feel quite 


certain that he would not rise before the American | 


Senate and assert that his State had a claim for a 
large amount of money, unless there was some 
foundation for it in justice. Now, I wish to ask 
him, if we pass this bill, and allow $1,800,000 
over and above the principal, interest, and pre- 
mium, up to this time, to what extent would it be 
& payment of the claim for Indian spoliations? 
Would it be, admitting for the sake of argument 
that the claim for spoliations is just, a payment 
pro tanto, and to what extent? 

Mr. RUSK. I have a few words to say in an- 
swer to the inquiry of the honorable Senator from 
Pennsylvania, I stated the other day, what I 
will not repeat except in general terms, that the 
State of Texas claimed about $4,000,000 from the 
Government of the United States for that amount, 
or perhaps a larger amount, expended by the 
Republic of Texas prior to annexation, in defend- 
ing herself against Indians whom this Government 
acknowledged itself bound to restrain from com- 
mitting ng hee lye These expenditures were 
made by Texas in consequence of the violation 


by this Government of treaties forbidding its In- | 


dians to war upon Texas, which violations went 
on for eight or nine years. 

also stated that, during the pendency of the 
compromise measures, | endeavored to impress 
upon the committee the force of this elaim for the 
benefit of the creditors of Texas. Those expend- 
Mures constitute a part of the debi now in con- 
troversy. No provision in regard to it, however, 
Ws put into that act; and inthe releases which 
»exas made under the boundary 
releuse any claim for these depredations by the 
ndians of the ‘United’ States. ‘Now, sir, I be- 





act, she did not | 





lieve [ know pretty well the opinions of the 
| people of Texas, and it is my decided conviction 
that the United States ought in good faith to pay 
this amount of money to these creditors; and if I 
understand the opinion of the people of Texas. 
they would be willing to submit it to any disin, 
terested tribunal you may appoint, on full proo- 
to be made, to ascertain the amount of thosf 
| claims, and to pay them to the creditors of Texase 

It is a slight mistake to suppose that the prin- 
cipal, interest, and premium on the $5,000,000 
appropriated by the act of 1850, amount to only 
$6,500,000, because this will certainly not be ad- 
jasted before the Ist of January next; and at that 
time, counting the premium at fourteen per cent., 
the principal, interest, and premium will amount 
to $6,700,000. The differencesetween that amount 
and the $8,900,000, which is $1,800,000, would 

, be an advance. I have no sortof doubt in my 

| mind, that whenever the United States choose to 
investigate and settle the claim in regard to the 

| Indian depredations, Texas will allow that amount 

| to be deducted from the claim. 

| Mr. BRIGHT. Before the vote is taken, I 

_ merely wish to state that the effect of the amend- 
ment is to put the bill in such a shape that Texas 
will not accept its principles. 

The question being taken on the amendment by 
yeas and nays, resulted—yeas 18, nays 25; as fol- 
lows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Butler, Chase, Dodge 
of Lowa, Douglas, Fessenden, Gillette, Hunter, Johnson, 

| Jones of Tennessee, Mason, Shields, Sumner, Thomson ot 
New Jersey, Wade, Walker, and Welier—l18. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
Bright, Brodhead, Clay, Cooper, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, 
Foot, Housion, James, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, Pearce, 
Pettit, Pratt, Rock well, Rusk, Sebastian, Swart, and ‘'ou- 
cey—25. 

The bill was reported to the Senate as amended, 
and the amendments made, as in Committee of the 
W hole, were concurred in. 

Mr. WALKER. I wish to ask what is the 
meaning of the conclusion of the third section? It 
may be ail right, but | do not know that | have 
aright view of it. It provides fur the surrender 
of the evidences of debt, and that the creditors 
shall deposit their evidences of debt ‘** with the 

|| Treasury Department, for the benefit of those 

|| whom it may concern, until otherwise directed by 

|| law.’’ Is it understood that even this is not to be 

|| a final arrangement of this matter, so far as the 

|| Government is concerned, or is it designed that it 
shall be a final adjustment? 

Mr. BRIGHT. It is intended that it shall be 

| a final release, so far as the United States are con- 
cerned. In preparing that section, the committee 
decided that each creditor, on presenting his claim 
fur payment, should, on receiving the amount that 
he or she might be entitled to under the provisions 
| of this act, enter on the back or face of the evi- 
dence thus presented the amount paid, with a full 
| and final release of the United States forever, and 
the same to be left with the Treasurer of the 
United States, for the benefit of those interested. 
| Certainly the United States is finally exonerated. 
| Mr. WALKER. Then I have no objection to 
that phraseology. I ask for the yeas and nays on 
| ordering the bill to be engrossed for a third read- 
ing. 

The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 

taken, resulted—yeas 27, nays 19; as follow: 


VY EAS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
| Bright, Brodhead, Cooper, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Fish, 
Foot, Houston, James, Johneon, Jones of Lowa, Mallory, 


Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Rockwell, Rusk, Sebastian, Stuart, | 


| Thompson of Kentucky, and Toucey,—27. 
NAYS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Butler, Chase, Dodge 


( of lowa, Fessenden, Geyer, Gillette, Hunter, Jones of Ten- | 
, nessee, Mason, Shields, Siideil, Sumner, Thomson of || 


| New Jersey, Toombs, Wade, Walker, and Weller—19. 


| So the bill was ordered to be engrossed for a | 


| third reading, read.a third time, and passed. 
| EXECUTIVE SESSION. 


On motion by Mr. MASON, the Senate pro- | 


ceeded to the consideration of Executive business; 
| apd, after some time spent therein, the doors were 
| reopened. 
| DAVID TOWLE. 
| On motion % Mr. HAMLIN, the Senate, as 
| in Committee of ¢ 

| the bill from the House of Representatives to 
| create and provide a pension for Bavid Towle. 

| It proposes to place his name on the pension 
it 


| roll, at eight dollars per month, from the 5th of | for Or 


April, 1848. 
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he Whole, proceeded to consider | 


1847 








The petitioner, on the 14th of April, 1814, en- 
listed for one year as corporal in the company ef 
Captain Noah Haley, in the thirty-third regiment 
of United States infantry, commanded by Colonel 
Isaac Lane, and on the 25th of May joined his 
regiment at Saco, in Maine, and was afierwards 
marched to Boston, Massachusetts; thence, on 
the 14th of August, was ordered for Concord, a 
march of eighty miles in excessive hot weather, 
During the march, he became so exhausted and 
worn down by the fatigue and heat, that an in- 
flammation of the kidneys and stoppage of the 
urine was produced, which eventuated in a chronic 
disease of the kidneys and ureter, by which he ts 
wholly disabled from obtaining a living by man- 
ual labor. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 


KANSAS AND NEBRASKA ACT. 


Mr. PETIT. IL move to take up for consid- 
eration the resolution which | submitted on Sat- 
urday last, to provide for printing ten thousand 
copies of the Kansas and Nebraska act. 

Mr.SUMNER. I suggest that that should not 
be taken up now. The Senator from Ohio [Mr. 
Cuase} has given notice of an amendment to it, 
and | know that he has made some preparation 
with a view to that proposition. The Senate 
may not be precisely aware of it, and therefore I 
mention the fact, Of course the Senator from 
Ohio did not expect that this motion would come 
up this evening. 

Mr. JONES, of lowa. Why? 

Mr.SUMNER. For the reason that we were 
in Executive session, and he supposed we should 
continue in Execatiye session during the whole of 
the day. 

Mr. PETrTIT. This resolution has been pend- 
ing for some time, and that objection has been 
made half a dozen times, when | proposed to call 
itup. | know what the Senator from Ohio wishes 
to do. He desireg to amend the resolution by 
providing for printing, with the bill, all the amend- 
ments which he and everybody else offered, to- 
gether with all their votes upon them, which 
would make a big book; and | am satisfied the 
Senate would not agree to print it. He can offer 
it as an original proposition, and test the sense of 

the Senate upon it. If his amendment were 
adopted, the book could not be printed until after 
the adjournment. I want this bill printed in 
order to put an end to the falsification that the 
true bill has not been published. I ask the Senate 
to sustain their action, and to show to the people 
an authenticated copy of what they have enacted, 
It is complained in every part of the country that 
they have not got that now. I ask the Senate 
now to take up the resolution, and order this 
printing, so that we may have it before we leave. 

The motion to take up the resolution was agreed 
to, and the Senate proceeded to consider it. 

Mr. CASS. I wish the honorable Senator 
from Indiana would add to the number. | have 
received many letters on that very point. The 
law is not within the reach of the community, 
and we cannot do them any more proper and 
acceptable service than to give them the means of 
obtaining it. I would rather say twenty thou- 
sand. The additional cost will not be much. It 
will make but a small pamphlet. 


Mr. PETTIT. I have no objection to making 
the amount twenty thousand. I accept that 
amendment, 


The resolution, as modified, was agreed to, ag 
follows: 

Resolved, That twenty thousand copies of the Kaness and 
Nebraska act, certified by the Secretary of State, be printed 
in pamphlet form for the use of the Seuate. 


1] SALARIES OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 


Mr. DOUGLAS. I am directed by the Com. 
mittee on Territories,to wham was referred the 
| House bill to increase the salaries of executive 
and judiciary officers“in Oregon, New Mexico, 
Washington, Utah, and Minnesota, to report it 
back without amendment, and recommend its 
passage. I also ask for its immediate considera- 
tion. 

The Senate, asin Committee of the Whole, pro- 
ceeded to consider the bill. It proposes to ix the 
salaries of the chief justice and associate judges. 
n, Washington, Utah, and New Mexico, 
| at $2,500; and of the chief justice and associate 
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judges of Minnesota to $2,000; to increase the 
7 of Governor of New Mexico to $3,000, and 
offthe secretaries of Oregon, Washington, Utah, 
and New Mexico, to $2,000. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 

A message was received from the House of 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, 
announcing that they had passed Senate bill au- 
thorizing the extension of the Alexandria and 
W eehington railroad into the District of Colum- 
bia, with amendments. 

Also, thatthey had passed the following Senate 
bills and joint resolution: 

A bill to confirm the claim of Dusuan de la 
Cfoix to a tract of land therein described; 

Bill for the relief of Charles Cooper & Co; 

Bill for the relief of James Dunning; 

sill for the relief of Joseph Mitchell; 

Bill authorizing Victor Morass to relinquish 
certain lands, and to enter the same quantity else- 
where; 

Bull for the relief of the legal representatives of 
Joshua Kennedy, deceased ; 

Bill for the relief of John Phagan; 

Bill for the relief of Ezra Williams; and 

A resolution authorizing the Secretary of the 
Territory of New Mexico to adjust and pay to 
Juan C. Armijo, José L. Perea, and James L. 
Collins, the amount by them loaned to the Legis- 
lative Assembly of the Territory of New Mexico, 
under authority of a joint resolution of that body, 
approved June 17, 1851. 

Also, that the House had passed the following 
bills: 

Bill for the relief of Captain George Simpton, 
of Galveston; 

Bill for the relief of the heirs of Joseph Gerard ; 

Bill for the relief of D. C. Cash and Giles U. | 
Ellis; 

Bill authorizing the payment of balance of the 
property accounts between the United States and 
the State of New York, for military stores in the 
war of 1812; 

Bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, ad- || 
ministratrix of Lieutenafit Colonel A. neas Mac- | 
kay, late a deputy quartermaster in the United 
States Army. 


MADALENA VAN NESS. 


The bill for the relief of Madalena Van Vess, 
widow of Cornelius P. Van Ness, deceased, was | 
read a second time; and,on motion by Mr. Geyer, 
considered as in Cémmittee of the Whole. 

It proposes to apprepriate $9,000 to Mrs. Van 
Ness in consideration of services rendered by 
her husband, in the seizure of goods imported 
into the district of Vermont, in violation of the 
laws of the United States, during the years 1813 
and 1814, while he was collector of the customs 
for that district, for which services he did not re- 
ceive the award provided by law in such cases. | 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third 
reading, read a third time, aut passed. 


JOHN DONNELL AND SON. _ 


Mr. PEARCE, | I ask the unanimous consent 
of the Senate to introduce a joint resolution for | 
the relief of John Donnell & Son. 

Unanimous consent was given, and the joint | 
resolution was read twice by its title. 

Mr. PEARCE. If the Senate will allow me to |! 
make an explanation of two minutes, [ think they 
will consent to act — the resolution. If there 
be any objection, I shall, of course, yield. 

Several Senarons. We arealiin favor ofit. | 

Mr. PEARCE. If it can be passed without | 
~< objection, I shall not trouble the Senate, 1 

he joint resolution was reported to the Senate || 
without amendment. 

Several Senators. Read it. 

It proposes to require the Third Auditor to re- | 
open and adjust the claims of John Donnell & | 
Son, for damages sustained in consequence of the | 
sinking of the ships Chesapeake and Thomas Wil- | 
son for the defense of Baltimore in 1814—the ad- | 
justment to be under the Secretary of the Navy, 
upon the oe les laid down and acted upon in | 
the case of the Sciota and other subsequent cases | 
by the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. PEARCE. I will state in two minutes the 


| object of the resolution. 


| such as it has been usual to pass, with the excep- || 
| tion that it has in it what Is called the Cutting 
| amendment, which restricts the grant of the land 
| to the twenty miles, and to the completion of the | 
| road—an amendment which is understood to be | 


| amendment, ordered to be engrossed for a third } 


| ritories, to whom was referred the bill from the 


| attacks and hostilities of the Cayuse 


| missioner. 
_ pay out of the appropriation so much as may be || 


In 1830, Congress passed 
an act authorizing payment to be made for the | 
vessels sunk at Baltimore for the defense of the | 
city during the war of 1812, and agreed to pay 
twenty-five per cent. upon the value of the ships. | 
I have inquired at the Treasury Department, and | 
ascertained that upon all the other vessels they | 
have paid the twenty-five per cent. valuation; but, | 
for some reason which | have not been able to as- | 
certain, deductions were nade on the valuation of | 
these two vessels. Their method was to take the | 
lowest estimate as the valuation on which they 
paid the twenty-five per cent.; but in regard to 
these two they applied a different rule. The ob- | 
ject of the resolution is to put the adjustment of 
the account in regard to them upon the terms which 
were applied to all the others, under the direction || 
of the Secretary of the Navy. 

Mr. CLAY. I dislike to interpose any objec- || 
tion to the object of the honorable Senator, but I 
must suppose that there was some good reason | 
why a distinction was made against these parties; 
and hence I cannot agree that the resolution shall 
be passed now, I think it ought to go to a com- 
mittee, and let them report upon it. They cer- 
tainly can ascertain some cause for the distinction. 
I therefore move that the resolution be referred to 
the Committee on Claims. ° 

The motion was agreed to. 


RAILROADS IN IOWA. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I am directed by the 
Committee on Public Lands to report back the 
bill ** making a grant of land to the State of lowa, || 
in alternate sections, to aid in the construction of 
certain railroads in said State,’’ and recommend 
its passage. I ask, as a favor to my colleague 
and myself, that the Senate act upon it now. It | 
is unanimously reported by the committee. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the bill, as in | 
Committee of the Whole. 


Mr. DODGE, of lowa. The bill is presisely 


necessary in order for the bill to receive the sanc- || 
tion of the President of the United States. An || 
official intimation of that character was made to |) 
the committee, and when the fact was made 
known, every member agreed to the necessity of 
so reporting the bill. It 1s precisely the bill which || 


| passed before, except that it is more restricted. || 


The bill was reported to the Senate without 
reading, read a third time, and passed. 


CAYUSE WAR. | 
Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- || 


House, making appropriations to defray the ex- | 


| penses of the Cayuse war, reported it back with- | 
| out amendment, and asked for its immediate con- 
| sideration. 


| 
| 
} 
} 
} 


The Senate, accordingly, as in Committee of | 


the Whole, proceeded to consider the bill. 


It proposes to appropriate the further sum of | 


| $75,000 to pay the actual and necessary expenses || 

| incurred by the provisional government of Oregon, || 

| in defending the people of the OE from the | 
n 


dians, in || 
1847 and 1848, and for such allowances for the || 


| expenses of adjusting the claims on that account |) 
| as the Secretary of the Treasury may deem proper, |, 


not exceedin 


il 


five dollars per day to each com- 
he Secretary of the Treasury is to | 


necessary to liquidate the claims according to the || 
reports of the commissioners heretofore appointed, || 
and of the Governor of the Territory, that have || 
been communicated to Congress, and no claims | 
are hereafter to be allowed on account of this war, 
which are not presented at the Treasury Depart- || 
ment within the next fiscal year. All the claims 
and accounts, not heretofore adjusted, are to be || 
settled and adjusted at such place and in such maii- 
ner as the Secretary of the Treasury may pre- 
scribe, and he is empowered to reéxamine any || 
award made, and to reduce the amount, if, in his 
judgment, founded on proof, it should be too || 
much. 

Mr. WALKER. I ask the Senator from Il- 
linois if he intends this as the final winding up of 
the matter relating to the Cayuse war ? 


_up and acted upon. I | 
_ amendment to submit to it. 
| ready to submit it, but when the resolution was 


Mr. DOUGLAS. It is accompanied by aki 
of all the claims proved, and isa final windin 

Mr. WALKER. Is therea clause in jt Ha 
ing it to be final? : 

Mr. DOUGLAS. I think there is, and Ibe. 
lieve it is entirely right. 

No amendment being proposed, the bil] 
reported to the Senate, ordered to a third rade 
read a third time, and passed. "Bs 

COMMITTEE CLERKS. 

Mr. EVANS. It has been brought to My no. 
tice to-day, by the Secretary of the Senate that 
some few days ago resolutions were passed fix 
the salaries of the officers of the Senate. Ano 
them is one which was submitted, I believe, j, 
the Senator from Indiana, (Mr. Pertrr,} which 
gives the clerks of committees five dollars a (J, 
with twenty per cent. added, commencing wi) 
the beginning of the session. Now, sir, in One 
instance a clerk was appointed on the 22d of May 
and if you give him pay from the commencement 
of the session, you give him fifteen dollars a day. 

Mr. WELLER. That is rather too much, 

Mr. EVANS. That is one instance. I ther. 
fore submit the following resolution: 


Resolved, That fhe clerks of committees of the Senate 
be paid from the day of their appointment, except thos 


|| who were on duty from the beginning of the session, 


Mr. PETTIT. Let the resolution go over fo, 
the present. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, [Mr. Bricur) 
It goes over, if objected to. 
r. EVANS. I have no objection to that, | 


| want to bring the attention of the Senate to the 


matter. 
Mr. PETTIT. Iwantto be heard upon it, 
KANSAS AND NEBRASKA ACT, 
Mr. CHASE. While | was out of the Cham. 
ber, the resolution of the Senator from Indiana, 


(Mr. Serer) ordering the printing of 10,00 


copies of the Kansas and Nebraska act was taken 
I had stated that I had an 


I have always been 


called up, other business had been pressing upon 
the attention of the Senate, and consequently it 
was not in my power to submitit. 1 now ask 
the Senate to reconsider the resolution, and allow 


| me to submit the amendment. 


Mr. PETTIT. I object. 

Mr. WELLER. ° 1 voted in the affirmative on 
the adoption of the resolution. I move to recon 
sider the vote. 


Mr. PETTIT called for the yeas and nays, 
and they were ordered and taken, with the follow- 


ing result: 


YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Brodhead, Chase, Cooper, Fee 
senden, Fish, Foot, Gillette, Houston, Mallory, Rockwell, 


| Stuart, Sumner, Wade, Walker, and Weller—16. 


NAYS—Meessrs. Adams, Atchison, Badger, Benjamin, 
Bright, Clay, Dawson, Dodge of Iowa, Douglas, Evans, 
Fitzpatrick, Geyer, Gwin, Johnson, Jones of lowa, M 
Pettit, Pratt, Rusk, Sebastian, Thompson of Kentucky, 
Toombs—22. 


So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to, 
On motion, the Senate adjourned. 


IN SENATE. 
Saturpay, July 22, 1854. 
Prayer by Rev. Henry Sticer. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
TEXAS DEBT. 2 
Mr. CLAY. I ask the Senate to take up the 
bill reported by the Committee on Pensions some 
time since for the relief of the widow of Jame 
Batchelder. : 

Mr. FOOT. I rise to a question which takes 
recedence of the motion of the Senator from Alt 
ama. I move to reconsider the vote by which 

the Senate yesterday passed the bill ‘to provide 
for the payment of such creditors of the late Re 
public of Texas as are comprehended in the at 
of Congress of September 9, 1850.” 
My object is not to defeat the bill. I am ™ 
favor of its provisions; that is, I am for the p8y- 
ment of the $5,000,000 provided for by the act of 
1850, together with the interest. My object ™ 
if this pee eee PS vote on ' se 
e of the bi agreed to, then to move | 
capeliabation of the vote by which the bill 
ordered to be 
that shall carry, I shall move to 


‘ . . If 
and read a third time 
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by a ji which the amendment of the honorable 
ae ~ ee from Ohio [Mr. Case] was rejected. 
t declar. ] voted against that amendment, but upon reflec- 
on [arn satisfied that it was an inconsiderate vote. 
nd I be | desire that the amendment offered by the Sena- || 
tor from Ohio shall be reached, and [ desire to | 
bill was record my vote in favor of the amendment, and | 
reading ven to vote for the bill. I will say in addition 
; that in my opinion, it willhave the effect to secure 
with greater certainty the passage of the bill in | 
ther House. 
tae he oe ode my object again so that Senators | 
d f that may fully understand it. Itisto reach the amend- 
A Xiag ment offered by the Senator from Ohio, to strike 
loon, out “eight” and insert ‘*six,’’? soas to provide | 
whic for the payment of $6,500,000, which is the ori- | 
Ee re. ginal amount of the $5,000,000 provided for by 
ng wit the act of 1850, with interest and premium to this 
fen oe. BRIGHT. Upon that motion I ask for 
teomed the yeas and nays. : 
ade The yeas and nays were ordered; and being 
uch Y. taken, resulted—yeas 18, nays 22; as follows: 
I there. yEAS—Messrs. Adams, Atchison, Chase, Clay, Dodge 
of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Fessenden, Fish, Foot, 
Geyer, Hamlin, Mason, Sumner, Thomson of New Jersey, 
he Senate Toombs, Wade, Walker, and Weller—18. ae 
Ept those NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Badger, Bayard, Bell, Benjamin, 
ion. Bright, Brodhead, Dawson, Dixon, Evans, Gwin, Houston, 
James, Johnson, Jones of Lowa, Jones of Tennessee, Mal- | 
OVer for Jory, Pearce, Pettit, Pratt, Sebastian, and Stuart—22. 
So the motion to reconsider was not agreed to, 
RIGHT.) and the bill stands passed. 
that, | PETITIONS, ETC. , i 
1e to the Mr. CASS presented documents in relation to 
the claim of J. G. Schwarr, late consul of the 
nit United States at Vienna, praying compensation 
; for diplomatic services; which were referred to the 
Committee on Foreign Relations. 
Chan. Mr. SUMNER presented a petition of Lorenzo 
hdiana, Sabine and one hundred and sixty-three others, 
- 10,000 citizens of Framingham, Massachusetts, praying 
AS Laken the repeal of the fugitive slave bill; which was 
had an ordered to lie on the table. 
8 been Also, a petition of men of Massachusetts, pray- | 
lon was ing the repeal of the act of Congress of 1850, known 
& Upon as the fugitive slave bill; which was ordered to lie 
rently it on the table. 
Ow ask Mr. BRODHEAD presented a petition of cit- | 
d allow izens of the United States, praying an appropria- 
tion for the repair of the wharves and piers at 
Marcus Hook, on the Delaware river, in the State 
ative on of Pennsylvania; which was referred tothe Com- 
) recone mittee on Commerce. 




















d nays, of James Thompson, of Louisville, Kentucky, 
follow- surviving partner of Strader & Thompson, pray - 
ing indemnity for losses sustained by reason o 
per, Fee the violation of their contract for carrying the 
ockwell, mail, by the Post Office Department; which, to- 
odieaia, gether with a memorial already on file in relation 
1, Brees, to the same claim, was referred to the Committee 
, Mason, on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


chy, and BILL RECOMMITTED. 

Mr. SLIDELL. Since the Committee on For- 
eign Relations made a report on the petition of 
Mr. Santord, chargé d’affaires at Paris, | have 
received, in regard to a portion of his claim, ad- 
ditional information. I therefore move that the 
bill reported for his relief, together with the report, 
be recommitted to the Committee on Foreign Re- 


reed to, 


ed. present, ‘ 
yh The motion was agreed to. 
up the REFERENCE OF HOUSE BILLS. 
8 some The following bills from the House of Repre- 


James sentatives, were severally read a first and second 


time by their titles, and referred to the Committee 


» takes on Military Affairs: 

m Ale A bill for the relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, 
- which widow of the late Colonel Aineas Mackay, deputy 
provide quartermaster general of the United States Army; 
ate Re A bill for the relief of David C. Cash and Giles 
the act U. Ellis; and 

A bill authorizing the payment of the balance 

am in g the property accounts between the United 
ne pay: tates and the State of New York, for military 
act Stores in the war of 1812. F 
ject is, ‘ The bill from the House, for the relief of the 
e pas: irs of Joseph Gerard, was read a first and second 
‘there time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
ill was Claims. 

me. If ROBERT GRIGNON. 
ler the 


The bill from the House of Representatives, for 










Mr. JONES, of Lowa, presented the memorial | 


lations, with the additional papers which | now || 





second time by its title. 
Mr. WALKER. I think there is no neces- 

| sity for the reference of that bill. If I understand 

it, itis one which has once or twice passed the 

| Senate heretofore. 1 will ask my honorable col- 

| league if itis not? 

Mr. DODGE, of Wisconsin. 


It is; and I hope 


|| it will be disposed of immediately. 


| Mr. WALKER. Then I ask the Senate to 
| put the bill upon its passage now. 

There being no objection, the Senate, as in 
| Committee of the Whole, proceeded to consider 
| the bill. 

It proposes to authorize the Secretary of the 
Treasury to pay to Robert Grignon, the sum of 


the relief of Robert Grignon, was read a first and | 


' 
} 


$19,000, in full satisfaction of his claims against | 


the United States arising out of the treaty with 
| the Menomonee tribe or nation of Indians, exe- 
cuted September 3, 1836, but before the money is 


|| paid the consent of the Menomonee tribe shall be 


| obtained. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and passed. 

CAPTAIN GEORGE SIMPTON. 

The bill from the House of Representatives, 

for the relief of Captain George Simpton, of Gal- 


| 
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veston, was read a first and second time by its | 
title. 
| Mr. WELLER. I hope the Senate will agree | 


to put that bill upon its passage now. 


been pending for several years, The claim was 


It has | 


| originally reported for $3,000, and the bil! hasnow | 


passed the House of Representatives proposing 
to allow $1,600. As there can be no question as 
to the propriety of the payment, 1 hope the bill 
will be put upon its passage. 

There being no objection, the Senate proceeded 


to consider the bill asin Committee of the Whole. | 


It directs the Secretary of the Treasury to pay 
|| to Captain Simpton. $1,600, in full payment of his 
‘| claim for indemnification tor loss of schooner 
Alert, whilst in the public service, during the war 
with Mexico. 
|| In the month of March, 1847, the French bark 
|, Jeune Nelly, of Havre, was captured as a prize 
by the United States steamer Hunter, commanded 
by Captain McLaughlin, while attempting to vio- 


|| late the blockade of Vera Cruz. George Simpton, || new York and Philadelphia.” 


being the owner of a schooner called the Alert, 
|| was at that time employed by the quartermaster 


|| to carry provisions from Sacrificios to Camp Ba- 
|| gara for the use of the division of the army under 
the commaad of General Twiggs. After the cap- 


|| ture of the French bark, the services of Captain | 


|, Simpton, who was an efficient seaman and askill- 
|| ful and experienced pilot, were required by Cap- 
| tain McLaughlin for the purpose of taking the 
| Hunter, with her prize, into harbor. The cap- 
|| ture was made late in the evening of the 20th 
|| March, and the wind being light, Captain Me- 


|| Laughlin ordered the vessels to be taken into the | 


| anchorage under Green Island, to remain until 
|| the morning. Before this was done, a severe 
| norther’’ sprung up, and the pilot was ordered 

/to take the vessels into the harbor. While at- 

| tempting to execute this order, the three vessels 

| were driven upon a reef by the violence of the 
'| winds, although prompt and vigorous efforts were 
made by the officersand crew to savethem. The 
|| Hunter, with her prize, and the schooner Alert, 
} were all wholly lost, the officers and men escaping 
|| with great difficulty. Captain Simpton now asks 
that he may be indemrified for the loss of his 
| vessel. 


|| vificios to Bagara, the Government would have 
| incurred no responsibility for such loss; but as 
| Captain Simpton was called from his duties under 
| his contract, by the officer in command of the 


‘| ble 





|| think that he is entitled to relief. 
The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered to a third reading, read a 
third time, and pessed. 


PAMELA BROWN. 





| Hunter, to render assistance in securing a valua- | 


rize, and his own vessel was lost while thus | 


‘employed in the public servicer the commictee | appropriation. The doings of the President under 


it are to be submitted to Congress, and then the 


announcing that they had passed a bill for the re- 
lief of Pamela Brown, widow of Major General 
Jacob Brown, of the United States Army, de- 
ceased. 

Mr. SHIELDS. 
its passage. 

Mr. JONES, of Iowa. It is exactly the same 
as the bill which has already passed the Senate. 

Mr. CASS. The passage of the bill would be 
no more than a proper testimonial to the memory 
of General Brown. The House of Representa- 
tives have diminished one half the amount of pen- 
sion. His widow has been in a state of peanrys 
and now, as a proper mark of our gratitude for 
his services, we ought to pass this bill, and as a 
testimonial for what he did, and for those glorieus 
feats of arms which he achieved in the service of 
his country. 

The bill was read a first and second time by 
unanimous consent, and considered as in Commit- 
tee of the Whole. 

It proposes to direct the Secretary of the Inte- 
rior to place the name of Pamela Brown upon the 
roll of pensioners of the United States, at the rate 
of fifty dollars per month, to commence on the Ist 
day of January, 1828, and to continue during life. 

The bill was reported to the Senate without 
amendment, ordered toa third reading, read a third 
tume, and passed. 


BOSTON, PHILADELPHIA, AND NEW YORK 
COURT-HOUSES. 

The Senate proceeded to consider the amend- 
ments of the House to the bill of the Senate, to 
provide for the accommodation of the courts of 
the United States in the district of Massachusetts, 
The bill as it passed the Senate was as follows: 

That the Secretary of the Interior be, and be hereby is, 
authorized and empowered to provide necessary and per- 
manent accommodations for the courts of the United States, 
and the officers connected with them, in the district of 
Massachusetts, by fitting up and leasing the same for a term 
of not less than ten years, or by purchase; provided that 
no purchase shall take place except within the limits of an 
appropriation to be made by Congress. 

The amendments of the House were to strike 
out ** Secretary of the Interior,” and insert ‘* Pres- 
ident of the United States.’’ 

To:strike out after the word ‘‘ necessary ”’ the 
words ‘and permanent;”’ to insert after the word 
‘* Massachusetts ’’ the words ‘‘ and in the cities of 


I hope that bill will be put on 


To strike out the words **for a term of not less 
than ten years, or by purchase; provided that no 
purchase shall take place except within the limits 
of an appropriation to be made by Congress,”’ 
and insert ‘‘ until permanent accommodations can 
be provided as hereinafter proposed.”’ 

And to add an additional section; so that the 
bill, as passed by them, reads as follows: 

Be it enacted, §c., That the Secretary of the Interior be, 
and he hereby is, authorized and empowered to provide 
necessary accommodations for the courts of the United 
States, and the officers connected with them, in the district 
of Massachusetts, and in the cities of New York and Phil- 
adelphia, by fitting ap and leasing the same until perma- 
nent accommodations can be procured as hereinafter pro- 


posed. 

Sec. 2. And be it further enacted, That the President be 
authorized to procure, by purchase or otherwise, suitable 
sites for buildings to be used as court houses and post offi- 


| Ces, in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadelphia, 


and that he prepare and submit to Congress, at as early a 
day as practicabie, plans and estimates for the same. 


The title was amended so as to read: 
Bill to provide for the accommodation of the 


‘| courts of the United States in the districts of Mas- 


lf this loss had occurred while in the perform- | 
|| anceof his contract with the Government for the | 
|| transportation of supplies for the army from Sac- | 


sachusetts, Pennsylvania, and New York. 


Mr. BRIGHT. I move the reference of the 
bill to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. SUMNER and Mr. BRODHEAD. I 
hope not. 


r. BRIGHT. I should feel exactly as the 


| Senators from Massachusetts and Pennsylvania 
| feel, if there was an appropriation ia the bill fora 


i} 


| 


A message was received from the House of | 
Representatives, by Mr. McKean, Chief Clerk, | 


court-house at the capital of the State which I 
represent. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. This bill authorizes no 


whole matter will come up. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I haveread the bill, and I have 
heard the amendmeut read. | want the same privi- 
lege extended to every State in the Union that is 
proposed to be ‘anvended ry it to New York, Phil- 
adelphia, and Boston. There is no reason why 
an appropriation should not be made for every city, 
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to accommodate the circuit and district courts of 
the United States and the post offices. : 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I beg to asrure the honor- 
able Senator trom Indiana that there are now no 
ylaces in which to hold the United States courts 
i Philadelphia. In the large cities of Boston, 
New York, ard Philadelphia suitable sites for 
post offices cannot be obtained from private indi- 
viduals, 

Mr. BRIGHT. Itis so all over the West. 

Mr BRODHEAD. I hope that the motion of 
the Senator from Indiana wail not prevail. Simi- 
lar bills have already passed the Senate. They 
have now been included in one by the House. 
The bill authorizes the President of the United 
States to procure, by purchase, or otherwise, sutt- 
able sites in Boston, New York,and Philadelphia, 
for court-houses and post offices, It is absolutely 
necessary, 45 a measure of economy. itis right, 
becnuse we are paying now more in the shape of 
interest than it would cost to purchase the build- 
ings. We are paying some $10,000, | think, for 
the post officein New York, and we cannot get, in 
Philadeiphia, a suitable site for less than six or 
seven thousand dollars. 

Mr. MASON, I desire to ask the Senator a 
question enurely for information. Has this mat- 
ter, in regard to a site for the court-house in the 
city of Philadelphia, at any time during the pres- 
ent session, been before the Judiciary Committee 
of the Senate? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I do not know whether 
it has been before the Judiciary Committee of the 
Senate or not. I introduced a bill which was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads. In it there was a provision not only 
for a place for the courts, but for the post office at 
Philadelphia, [t passed this body after the hon- 
orable Senator from South Carolina (Mr. Butter] 
made a few remarks in regard to it. A similar 
bill passed for the city of Boston. [tis hardly 
right to say that if these provisions are necessary 
in the cities of Boston, New York, and Philadel- 

phia, every little town throughout the country 
must have similar provisions, You must havea 
court-house for the large cities where the principal 


business is done, and also one for the post office; | 


and if you do not have them, you will be obliged 
to pay for them either in the shape of rent, or pur- 
chase. 

Mr. HUNTER. 


lead to debate. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. TI am _ willing that it 
should be passed by for the present, It is quite 
unnecessary to refer it. Itis well understood; and 
if the Senator from Virginia desires to press for- 
ward the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill, | 
am willing, by common consent, to let this go over, 
£0 that Senators shall have the opportunity to con- 
sider it. 

Mr. BRIGHT. I agree with much that is said 
by the Senator from Pennsylvania. There is an 
existing necessity for building court-houses at the 
points named, but I have no doubt that the very 
same necessity exists in many other points of the 
United States, and that fact has been indicated b 
bill after bill being presented here, which still 
remain among our unfinished business. | have 
introduced into the Senate a bill proposing an ap- 
propriation to build a similar work at the capital 
of the State which | represent. The same neces- 
sity exists for building acourt-house at Louisville, 
St. Louis, New Orleans, Indianapolis, Detroit, 
Baltimore, and various other points that I might 
name, all over the United States. 

{ have no objection to this bill, provided it 
comes in the right shape. My object in moving 
the reference is, that the Judiciary Committee may 
cause an inquiry and examination into the pro- 
priety of purchasing sites at all the points where 
the district and circuit courts of the United States 
are now held by authority of law. I might say 
that in the capital of the State I represent, as the 
Senator said of Philadelphia, we have no place in 
which to hold the courts of the United 


It is obvious that this will 


the very time that the United States circuit, and 
district courte sit; and lately they have been sub- 


jected to a great inconvenience to find a place at 


which to hold the sittings. [ wish.to obviate that 
difficulty, and I wyll join the Senator in obviating 
it, by referring the matter to the Commitiée on 


| as for Boston and Philadelphia. 


tates, , 
The business of our supreme court has increased | 
to such an extent that they occupy the capitol at . 


the Judiciary, so as to Jet them make an amend- The motion to refer to the Comm 
| Judiciary was agreed to. 


ment to cover all the cases. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. In regard to the several 
places named by the Senator from Indiana, pro- 
vision is already made for the sitting of the court 
in the custom-house erected there. 

Mr. BRIGHT. What places ? 

Mr. BRODHEAD. St. Louis, Pittsburg, Cin- 
cinnati, it Lam not mistaken, and, perhaps, Louis- 
ville. Be that as it may, proper places can be 
obtained in all those places, or nearly all of them, 
fora reasonable rent: bul, sir, in these large cities 
they cannot be obtained. The courts have re- 
cently been turned out of the State House in Phil- 
adeiphia, in consequence of the consolidation whch 
has taken place, the city councils desiring to use 
the rooms occupied by the courts. 

The records ure now in an unsafe place and con- 
dition. I believe the grand jury has been obliged 
to hold its sessions in some by-house or out-of. the- 
way place. We must, therefore, rent a building 
for an eXtravagant sum, or we must authorize a 
purchase. There is nothing conclusive in this 
bill. Wedo not propose to give to the President 
of the United States absolute power to bind the 
Government; he is to muke the purchases and 
submit them, if | understand the bill, to the next 
Congress,-and then the subject will come up. 

Mr. BRIGHT. Why not make the same pro- 
vision In regard to other points: 

Mr. BRODHEAD. ‘These are the great com- | 
mercial depots on this continent, 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 hope the bill will be referred, 
so as to get rid of this debate. ‘I'he discussion 
can be carried on in the conimittee better than here. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. It is not necessary to re- 
fer it. | ain willing to let it go over a day. 

Mr. HUNTER. Jt is time for us to take up 
the civil and diplomatic appropriation bill. 

Mr. PRAT?.. 1 desire to say only one word. 
However important Philadelphia and Boston may 
be, as commercial points, | do not think the rep- 
resentatives from the States in which they are sit- 
uated will contend that they are more important || 
than Balttmore. ‘Ihe United States own no court- 
house in the city of Balumore. ! think itequally 
important that one should be provided for them 
I do not doubt 
the importance of having one in Philadelphia and 
Boston. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. 


| 
| 
r . 1] 
Then I ask my friend, 
why complicate this bill? Why not bring fore || 
ward a separate measure, as | have done with this? || 


Mr. PRATT. [| understand the object of the 
bill is not tomake a purchase, but to make an in+ 
quiry. Then, why not have included in it the 
saine inquiry in reference to Baltimore? .1 donot 
think an amendment to that eflect would prevent 
ite passage here. 

Mr. COOPER. I hope the reference will not 
be made. I would prefer that the bili should go 
overa day, and then dispose of it one way. or the 
other. It is certainly very’important that ‘some 
action should be had on this subject. We ought 
to know whether the Government is disposed to), 
provide a place for holding the courts m Philadel 
phia, and a site for the post office. if they do 
not do so, they must resort to the expedient of 
renting a place for holding the courts until a suste | 
able building is erected. The courts ure. now 


| to Charles Lee Jones in full for his ex; 
| services in raising, subsisting, and transp 





literally in the street; for since the consoldation 

of the city and exterior distrieta, the property of. 
the city has been taken possession of by the couns | 
cils, and the rooms which were used by thecourts 
are now used as legisiative chambers by the two 
branches of the councils. The courts have no 

place to sit in; they are now occupying sometimes 

one roomand sometiines another, as exigency re- | 
quires, The judges are very anxious that. they) 
should: know speedily what is to be done, so 

that they may rent suitable buildings, if the Govw+ 

ernment does’ not undertake to’ purchase or-erect 

them. ; 

Mr. HUNTER, What possible objection can | 
there be to referring the bill? I hope it will be | 
referred and disposed of 

Mr. BRODHEAD>»: E hope the Senators from: | 
Indiana and Virginia will consent to let it be-pdat- | 
poned, and: not referred. There is no necessity | 
for the reference. We understand the bill. 

Mr. BRIGHT. .. The motien to.refer was made | 


| from no hostile feeling on my part, but simply, to | 
| perfect the bill, and make it just towards all the 
| States. 
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CHARLES LEE JONEs, 
Mr. DAWSON. The Committee 
Affairs, to whom was referred Houve bill for 4; 
relief of Charies Lee Jones, have directed ,, “ 
report it back, and ask for its immediate ete a 
ation. ite. 
The Senate, as in Committee of the Wh 
proceeded to consider the bill. — 
It proposes to pay a sum not exceedj 


on Military 


ME $2,009 
DENSeg and 


° 7 rune 
three companies of volunteers in .the Distrie 5 
Strict of 


Columbia to serve in the war against Mexino 
The bill was reported to the Senate 
amendment, ordered to a third readino 
third time, and passed. " 
COMMITTEE VACANCY, 
On motion by Mr. MALLORY, it was 
Ordered, ‘That the vacaney created by the resi 
the Hon. Edward Everett in the committee on 1 
pheric telegraph, be filled by the Chair. 
NEBRASKA AND KANSAS BILL, 
Mr. CHASE asked and obtained the ungyj, 
mous consent of the Senate to introduce g jp; 
resolution directing the printing of certain Dro. 
ceedings and votes; which was read, and neseel 
to a second reading. 
DEATH OF GENERAL TOWSOR, 
Mr. PEARCE. I beg leave to give notice tg 
the Senate, that at three o’clock to-day | shai 
move that the Senate adjourn. I wish to say th 
my motive in doing so is to enable the seven! 
members of the Senate to attend the funera} of 
the late Major General Towson, whose uncom. 


Without 
» Teadg 


ZDAtiOn of 
He atinog. 


Joint 


| mon gallantry during the last war won for hig 


such rare distinction, and whose long, and valy. 
ble, and faithful public service since have cn. 


firmed and increased the reputation which he they 


acquired. | give this notice that the business of 
the Senate may be formed accordingly. 
THE CIVIL AND DIPLOMATIC BILL. 

Mr. SHIELDS. The Committee on Military 
Affairs, to whom was referred House bill for the 
relief of Mrs. Helen Mackay, widow of the ae 
Colonel AZheas ‘Mackay, have instructed mew 
report it back without amendment, and recommend 
its pessage. 

Mr, HUNTER. 1 object to that.. I wantto 
look into the brfl.’ I now move that the prior 
orders be postponed, for the purpose of taking up 


| the civil aud diplomatic Spee bill. 


The motion was agreed to; and the Senate, ss 


| in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
| sideration of the bill from’ the House of Repre. 
| sentatives, making appropriations for the civil and 


diplomatic expenses of Government for the year 


| ending the 30th of June, 1855. 


The PRES{DING' OFFICER, (Mr. Banern.) 
The Chair, with the consent of ‘the chairman of 
the Committee‘on Pinanee, will report the bill 
the Senate without acting on the amendments re- 
ported from the committee, and let them be aciel 
upon in the Senate ' 

Mr. HUNTER. , That certainly will expedite 
the business, if the Senate will ‘agree to ioe. 
The amendments can be made in the Senate 
well as'in Comnrittes of the Whole. 

Mr! STUART. © It iwiof no consequence. We 
can offer them as well in the Senate as in Com 
mittee of the Whole. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER, » The bill then 
wall be reported, to the Senate, . The Senatet? 
in Commuttee of, the, Whole, haye had under com: 
sideration a, bill. making appropriations. for tht 
civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, '! 
the year ending ;the 30th of June, 1855, and bare 
made no amendments thereto. ., It is stil opea & 
amendment, . 

Mc. HUNFER. , 1 suggest. thatthe most & 
peditious, and the safest way for us, to preertt) 
will be to read, the amendments, and, if any Se 
ator objects to.any one, he can. reserve, tht, 
Those to which, no objection ig taken canbe vo! 
upon in thegross. I will suggest, in regard ! ihe 
amendments, that the.commitiee have reporied © 
great_many.. Sometimes the Department daft 
corrected their, estimate; sometimes, we hind to “0 
rect them. Some were incorrect in the first 
stanee. I send to the air the modification! 
which we make in them, which I ask to have te" 
with the amendments that we propose. 
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1854. — 


that the amendments be read on 


ator propose p d d th t t k 
asi] some one is objected to, an en to take 
unt Sem 

the vot 


a? 
Mr. HUNTER, - Yes, sir. . 

The PRESIDING OFF ICER. The Secretary 
al proceed to read the amendments. 
"The Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
‘The first was to reduce the appropriation for 
orhadees and carriages,’” in the items of contin- 
gent expenses of the House of Representatives, 
from $4,745 to $4,015. 

The next amendment was, under the caption 
“ Library of Cor eress,’’ to strike out the follow- 


ine clause: / : 
Por compensation of librarian, two assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $4, 00, 


and insert in lieu of it: 

For compensation of librarian, three assistant librarians, 
and messenger, $8,000. 

Che next was to add, after the last mentioned 
clause, the following: 

For compensation of librarian, assistant fibrarians, and 
messenger, for the year ending 30th of June, 1854, $2,700. 

The next amendment was to add, at the end of 
the appropriations for the library, the following: 

For the completion and the publication of the works of 
Thomas Jefferson, and pay of the editor of said work, 
g7,200. 

The next was to strike out— 

For compensation of the Secretary of State, the Assistant 
Secretary ot State, clerks, messenger, and assisiant mes- 
senger, in his office, $38,700, 
and insert in lieu of its 

For compensation of the Secretary of State, the Assistant 
Secretary of State, chief of foreign desk, examiner, mes- 
senger, and assistant messenger, in his office, $48,200. 


I'he next was to insert, among the items ‘ for 


the incidental and contingent expenses of the De- , 


partment of State,’’ the following: 

For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent 
of the wortheast Executive Building, $200. 

Che next amendment was to add, after the ap- 
propriation ** for publishing the laws in pamphlet 
form, and in the newspapers of the States and 
Territories, and in the city of Washington, 
$18,525,” the words: 

And such sum shall be paid for publishing the Jaws in 
California, Oregon, and Washington, as the Secretary of 
State may deem reasonable. 

The next was to strike out of the appropriation 
“for extra clerk hire and copying’’ in the State 
Department, ‘* $2,000,”’ the words: 

Said clerks to be employed only during the session of 
Congress, or when indispensably necessary, to enable the 
Department to answer some eall made by either House of 
Congress at one session to be answered at another. 

The next amendment was to strike out: 

For printing and paper for the Department of State, #200. 


The next amendment was-o insert at the end 
of the appropriations for the State Department: 


For the purchase of fifty sets of Howard’s Reports of 
the Decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States, 
84,500, 

‘* Forthe purchase of copies of the reports of the Supreme 
Court and Opinions of the Attorneys General of the United 


States forthe Executive offices of the Territories of Kansas 
and Nebraska, $450. 


_ The next amendment was to strike out the 
item: ; 


For compensation of the superintendentand four watch- 
men of the northeast Executive Building, $2,250. 
and insert: 


For compensation of four watchmen of the northeast 
Executive Building, $2,409. 


The next amendment was to strike out all the. 


appropriations contained in the bill for the com- 
pensation of the Secretary of the Treasury, the 
Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, the Treas. 
urer, the various Kaditors and Comptrollers, the 
Register, and Solicitor of the Treasury, the 
Commissioner of Customs, and the clérke and 
messengers in their offices, and the clerks and mes- 
sengers employed by the Light-House Board, and 
in lieu thereof insert: 


Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, clerks, messenger, 
and assistant messenger in his office, 646,650. 

For compensation of the First Comptroller, and the clerks 
and messenger in his office, $30,500, 

For compensation of the Second Comptroller, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, $26,150. 

For compensation of the First’ Auditor, and the clerks 
and messengers in his office, $37,900 


For compensation of the Second Anditor, and the clerks | 


and messengers in his office, $34,000, 


For compensation of the Secretary of the Treasury and 


= 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. Does the Sen- | 


| and messengers in his office, & 21,850. 


For compensation of the Third Auditor, and the clerks | 


For compensation of the Fourth Auditor, and the clerks | 


| and messenger in his office, $27,700. 


For compensation of the Fifth Auditor, and the clerks 


and messenger in his office, $15,550. 


For compensation of the Auditor of the Post Office De- 


partment, and the clerks, messeuger, and assistant messen- 
ger in his office, $163,300, 


For compeusation of the Treasurer of the United States, 


and the clerks and two messengers in his office, one ad 
ditional messenger being hereby created therefor, #26, 900, 


Por compensation of the Kegrster of the Treasury, and 


the clerks and messenger in his office, $51,700. 


For compensation of the Solicitor of the Treasury, and 


the clerks and messenger in his office, $16.850 


For compensation ot the Commissioner of Customs, and 


the clerks and messenger in his office, 19,750. 


For compensation of the clerks and messenger of the 
Light House Board, $8,550. 


The next amendment was to insert under the 
heading of ** contingent expenses of the Treasury 
Department,”’ the following: 

For additional for disbursing clerka and superintendents 
of Executive buildings provided in the third section of the 
act of 3d March, 1853, entitled “* An act making appropria 
uons for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government, 
tor the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ for the Treas- 


| ury Deparunent, 3600, 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 


| lowing: 


For paper and printing of the Treasury Department, in 
cluding paper, printing, and binding the annual ** Statement 
of Commerce and Navigation,’’ and for paper and priuting 
the annual ** Estimates of Appropriations,’ 817,200. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of eight watchmen of the southeast 
Executive building, from $4,000 to $4,800. 

The next was to reduce the appropriation for 


| the compensation of the Secretary of the Interior, 


' 


and the clerks, messengers, and laborers in. his 
office, from $29,800 to $23,400. 

The next was to insert as the first item of con- 
tingent expenses in the office of the Secretary of 


' the Interior: 


For pay of laborers, #1 ,095. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of the Commissioner of the General 
Land Office, and the recorder, draughtsman, as- 


| sistant draughtsman, clerks, messengers, and as- 


| tion in the Land Office for one. 


sistant messengers in his office, from $139,550 to 
$165,050. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. I wish to inquire of 
the Senator trom Virginia if the pay of the packers 
has been increased ? 

Mr. HUNTER. The pay of the packers, I 
believe, has not been increased. I will state, 
generally, in regard to the laboring force of the 
Departments, that the committee have put the 
principal messengers of the Departments proper 
at nine hundred dollars a year each, and the as- 
sistant messengers at seven hundred and fifty 
dollars; so that all the messengers get either the 
one or the other. 

We have put the laborers in the Departments at 
forty dollars a month, thus giving them four hun- 
dred and eighty dollars a year. 

We have applied this rule throughout. It is a 
reduction in some cases and an increase in others. 
1 have not been able to say in what instances the 
amounts are reduced. I believe there is a reduc- 
Some laborers 
are increased and others diminished; and such 
must be the effect ofany uniform rule. Whenever 
you establish a uniform rule, it must be somewhere 
between the extremes. I think I can state, in re- 


| gard to the packers, that they receive the same 


pay as the assistant messengers, $750. 

(he Secretary proceeded to read the amend- 
ments. 

The next was to reduce the appropriation for 


| compensation of six laborers in the General Land 


Office, from $3,000 to $2,190. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of the Commissioner of Indian Af- 
fairs, and the clerks, messenger, and assistant 
messenger in his office, from $27,800 to $29,900. 


The next amendment was to add at the end of 


| the appropriations for the Indian Office, the follow- 
| ing: 


For rent of building on Seventh street, for the office of 
Indian Affairs, commencing the 12th of June, 1854, at 


| $1,200 per annum, $1,263 33. 


For compensation of four watchmen for building occu- 


| pied by the office of Indian Affairs, commencing the 15th of 
| June, 1854, $2,500, 


The next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing: 
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For compensation of the Commissioner of Pensions, and 
the clerks and messengers in his office, 866,800. 

For compensation to thirty temporary clerks employed in 
the office of the Commissioner of Pensions, 331,300: Pro- 
vided, ‘That no clerk shall receive more than at We rate of 
33 3 , per day. 
and insert in lieu thereof: 


For compensation of the Commissioner et Pensions,and 
the clerks and four messengers in his office, $108,200. 


Mr. PRATT. Dol understand that the amend- 
ments which are now being read, to which no ob- 
jections are made, are to be considered as agreed 
to? Are they to be voted on without explanation ? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sevator 
from Virginia proposed that as there were a great 
many amendments, all should be read together, 
and those to which there was no objection should 
be considered as agreed to. 

Mr. PRATT. This amendment, I! think, re- 
quires some explanation, I see that an appropri- 
ation of $31,300 is proposed to be stricken out, 
and one of over $100,000 to be inserted. I should 
like to know the reason for such a large discrep- 
ancy. 

Mr. HUNTER, I will state generally that we 
have had to reconstitute this bill nearly, as it came 
from the House. In the bill as it came to us, the 
salaries for all the clerks were appropriated ac- 
cording to the old law, and not according to the 
law passed at this session, which was introduced 
by the Senator from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams.]} 
We had accordingly to change all these items, as 
to amounts, and to some extent the phraseology 
of the bill. All these amendments are according 
to estimates, and are, all of them, according to the 
reformed estimates made up at the Departments, 
on the basis of the act which has been passed, 
providing for additional salaries for the clerks, 

Mr. ADAMS. I understood from the ehair- 
man of the Committee of Ways and: Means of 
the House of Representatives, that the reason why 
that committee reported the bill in the manner in 

which they did, was, that they had not received 
the new estimates from the Degurimenng at the 
time they reported it, and therefore were com- 
pelled to take the old estimates. 

Mr. CASS. I suppose that the appropriation 
of $31,000, to which the Senator from Maryland 
alluded, of course never could have included all 
the clerks in the Pension Office under any law. 

Mr.PRATT. The explanation is satisfactory. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments. 


The next was to.strike out of the provision for 
the contingent expenses of the Pension Office the 
following: 


For engraving bounty land warrants, $5,000 ; 
For stationery, 82,500; 

For binding books, 31,000; 

For furniture, 3500; 

For miscellaneous items, $1,000. 

And to insert in lieu thereof: 


For engraving and printing bounty land certificates, 
$5,000. 

" For stationery, $3,000 ; 

For binding books, $2,000 ; 

For furniture, $500; 

For miscellaneous items, $5,000 ; 

For compensation of laborers, $1,500. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I wish to ask at this point, 
as we are now on the appropriations in reference 
to the Department of the Interior, whethe@it is 
contemplated to add a provision for the appoint- 
ment of an Assistant Secretary of the Interior? 
1 do not wish to embarrass the honoravle Senator 
from Virginia; but I have an amendment to that 
effect which 1 intended to propose. The object 
of it is to create an Assistant Secretary in the in- 
terior Department, the same as in the Treasury 

, and State Departments. I think that this would 
probably be a proper place for itto come in. I 
hold in my hand a letter of the Secretary of the 
Interior’to the Committee on Retrenechment—net 
to the Committee on Finance, of which the hon- 
orable Senator from Virginia is chairman—in 
which he urgently recommends the creation of 
such an office. He says the duties of the Depart- 
ment have increased in such a ratio that it has 
become almost absolutely necessary to have this 
responsible officer appointed. If the honorable 
Senator will permit me, I will offer that amend- 
ment. _| presume he will make no objection. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1! will state in regard to that, 
that no estimate for that purpose has been sub- 
mitted to us by the Secretary of the Interior. I 

' understood from him, in a convereation, thatthere 
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had been a conference between the Secretaries of 
the Interior, War, and the Navy, whether they 
should apply to have a grade of Assistant Secre- 
taries created similar to those in the State and 
Treasury Departments. I understood from him 
that if they came to any determination in relation 
to it, they would address a letter to the Committee 
on Finance on the subject. We have received 
nothing from them in relation to the matter; and | 
supposed the whole thing was laid by for recom- 
mendation at a subsequent period. 

Now, sir, it would not do, probably, to create 
this office in the Department of the Interior with- 
out going further, because there have been recom- 
mendations in other Departments. There have 
been recommendations for an increase of the 
salaries of the first clerk in the War Department. 
If he is to be considered as an assistant secretary, 
the salary recommended is not too large; but if he 
be ciisalibinal as a clerk, itis too great. I under- 
stood the different Secretaries were considering 
whether they would recommend the creation of 
this vrade of office. Until that is done, I shall be 
unwilling to take the Department of the Interior 
alone. I hope the Senator will not press that 
amendment. It can-come in as aseparate and in- 
dependent amendment hereafter, when we have 
disposed of the amendments of the committee. 

3y withholding it until that time, he will have an 
opportunity to inquire whether there is any gen- 
eral plan on the subject. 

Mr. SHIELDS. I am aware that there has 
been some misunderstanding in relation to this 
matter. The intention of the Secretary was to 
address the committee of the honorable Senator 
from Virginia on the subject; but I have had com- 
municated to mea very strong recommendation, 
which has been addressed to another committee 
perhaps by mistake. I will not press the amend- 
ment at this time under the circumstances. 

Mr. HUNTER. It can be offered as a separate 
amendment when we are through with the amend- 
ments of the committee. 

Mr. SHIELDS. Very well. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments of the committee. 

The next was to strike out the appropriation of 
$8,000 for paper and printing for the Interior De- 
partment. 

The next was to insert, as the first item under 
the heading, ‘‘ for the general purposes of the De- 
partment of the Interior,’”’ the following: 

*« For additional for disbursing clerks and superintendents 
of Executive buildings, provided in the third section of the 
act of the 3d of March, 1853, entitled ‘An act making ap- | 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ for 
the Department of the Interior, $600, 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of four watchmen for the east- 
ern wing of the Patent Office, occupied by the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, from $2,000 to $2,400. 

Mr. COOPER. I wish now to call the atten- 
tion of the Senator from Virginia to the clause 
making provision for the compensation of the 


Fourth Auditor, and the clerks and messengers || 


in his Department. 1 did not advert to it at the 
time it was read by the Secretary; but I find the 
amount appropriated by the bill, as it came from 
the House, for that office, was $25,200. I have 
a letfr from the Fourth Auditor, Mr. Dayton, 
from which I perceive that he has recommended a 


larger appropriation than that, in order to provide | 


for the salaries, as arranged by the bill lately 
passed. I wish to inquire whether provision is 
made in this case for the payment of the increased | 
aalaries of the clerks? 

Mr. HUNTER. It is made. That is the cause 


change the appropriations as made by the House, 
whic 
We made the changes so as to give the clerks the | 
increased salaries allowed by the law passed in | 
May last. 

Mr. COOPER. That is satisfactory. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- | 
ments of the committee. 


The next was to insert before the appropriations | 


“for Surveyors General and their clerks” the fol- || 


lowing: 
For the preservation of the collections of the Exploring | 
Expedition. 


For compensation of keepers, watchmen, and laborers, 


$2.980. 
For contingent expenses, $100, | 


were founded on the old grade of salaries. || 


j 


j 
| 
| 


| 


| 





Mr. PRATT. 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


July 22, 


=> Se ne 
_ T€ E understand that amend- || the clerks and messenger in the office of th 
ment, the expenditure proposed by it isan annual © Sur. 


Exploring Expedition. 


Mr. HUNTER. The Senator from Maryland 


over the way {Mr. Pearce] can explain this | 


matter. 
Mr. PEARCE. These collections have been, 
from the time they were received in this country 


get rid of that responsibility. 
reasons why they should be transferred to the 


Commissioner of Patents. They are in the Patent | 


Office building, they are under his eye. He is the 
proper officer to take careof them. He takes care 
of other things which are connected with them. 


The sum appropriated, I will remark, is rather | 


more perhaps than has been heretofore expended 
by the Library Committee for that purpose; for 
the reason that it will be necessary to erect addi- 
tional buildings, and necessary to have an addi- 
tional watchman, as there is now nothing to pre- 
vent burglars from getting into so much of the 
building as is now going on. 


of the Government. If wedo not appropriate this 
money here, we shall have to appropriate the same 


sum of money to be expended under the care of || 


the Library Committee. 
ence. 
take charge of the matter. 
ecutive body properly. 


Mr. PRATT. 


That is the only differ- 


They are not an ex- 


there should be an annual appropriation of about 
$3,000, for the purpose of preserving the curios- 
ities collected by the Exploring Expedition. I do 
not know whether they are worth to the Govern- 
ment this annual expense. I only desired the ex- 
planation, as it struck my mind as curious. 


Mr. PEARCE. As long as we keep them, we | 


must take care of them, and we cannot take care 
of them with less expenditure. 
interesting objects, ‘There are one hundred and 
twenty thousand people who visit that building an- 
nually, and it seems to me that this is a very small 
expenditure to afford so much gratification to our 
people. 

The Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ments. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of the Superintendent of the 
Public Printing, and the clerks and messenger in 
his office, from $6,595, to $9,595. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
compensation of the Secretary of War, and the 
clerks, messenger, and assistant messenger in his 
office, from $20,750 to $22,650. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of clerks and messengers in the 


| office of the Adjutant General from $11,600 to 


$14,750. 

Mr. SLIDELL. I desire to inquire, not merely 
in reference to this amendment, but to others of a 
similar character, which appear to be an increase 
of these appropriations, iP the amendments 
are proposed merely to carry out the provisions 
of existing laws, or whether they are an increase 
of salary to that extent? 

Mr. HUNTER. These amendments are only 
carrying out the law. They are necessary to 
make the appropriation for the increase of salaries 
as cenbhel by the bill introduced by the Senator 
from Mississippi, [Mr. Apams,] which became the 


|| law. .In order to provide for that increase of sal- 


et:shen' teininndn endendinena) We bed 00. "2 F* have had to report in favor of the change 


|| of these appropriations. 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of clerks and messenger in the 
office of the Quartermaster General from $14,000 


|| to $16,350. 


‘The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the clerks and messenger in the office of the Pay- 
master General from $10,900 to $12,350. 

- The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the clerks and messenger in the office of the Com- 
missary General of Subsistence from $8,000 to 
$9,350. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the clerks and messenger in the office of the Chief 
Engineer from $7,400 to $8,150. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 


I believe that all the | 
allowances are economical; and I am very sure | 
they are below those made in other Departments | 


That committee is not the proper body to | 


I called attention to the matter, | 
because it struck me as being rather singular that | 


These are very || 








down to the present period, under the charge of || 
. . oe | 

the Library Committee, who are very anxious to 

But there are other | 


_ west Executive Building,’ the following 


| Executive Building, provided in third secti 
| tions for the civil and diplomatic expenses 


Department, $200 


_geon General from $4,400 to $5,150 


one for the preservation of the collections of the || 


The next was to increase the appropriation f 
or 


the clerks and messenger in the office of the Co) 
onel of Topographical Engineers from hi, 
$9,950. $5,600 to 
he next was to increase the appropriati 

the clerks and messenger in the office of theo 
onel of Ordnance from $10,400 to $12,150. . 
The next was to strike out the APPropriation of 
2,400 for printing and paper for the War De : 
ment. 7” 
The next was to insert, as the first ite 


the head * for the several purposes of the | radar 


€ North. 


For additional for disbursing clerk and Superintendent of 


on of the act of 
king Appropria. 
of Governinen, 
2” for the Wa 


the 3d of March 1853, entitled “ An act ma 


for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854 


The next was to increase the appropriation fo, 


| the compensation of four watchmen of the North. 
| west Executive Building, from $2,000 to 2,499, 


Mr. BELL. 1 will ask the Senator from Vir. 
ginia whether that sum of $2,400 includes the ip. 
creased compensation which would be required ¢ 
place those watchmen on an equal footing with 


| the watchmen and messengers provided for by 


former acts of Congress when these were omitted) 

Mr. HUNTER. My impression is that this 
does put them on an equal footing. There was 
an addition made which was due to them on gg. 


| count of the bill of the Senator from Mississippi, 


as I said before. Four hundred dollars are added 
here to the item as it came from the House on ae. 


‘count of that bill, to the benefits of which they 
|| are entitled. 


I cannot say positively that all the 


| watchmen in the Executive buildings receive the 


|, same sum. I am inclined to think that they do 
|, now; but I shall be able to inform the Senator be. 


fore the bill is disposed of. 


The next was soto amend the following pro- 


| vision: 


For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 


| War may select, and warming all the roomns in it, $21,875, 


For compensation of superintendent and four wateh- 


| men of the building corner of F and Seventeenth streets, 


2,250. 


| —as to make it read: 


For rent of house on northwest corner of F and Seven- 
teenth streets, or such other building as the Secretary of 
War may select, and warming all the rooms in it, $32,375; 
and the Secretary of War is hereby authorized to lease said 


| building, or some other, for a term not exceeding five years, 
| at the rent herein authorized, if in bis judgment the same 


shall be for the public interest. 
For compensation of four watchmen of the building on 


|| the corner of F and Seventeenth streets, $2,600. 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 


| compensation of the Secretary of the Navy, and 
_ the clerks, messengers, and assistant messengers 


| in his office, from $27,100 to $28,700. 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 


| the salaries of the Chief of the Bureau of Ord- 
| nance and Hydrography, and the clerks and mes- 
senger in his office, from $10,000 to $11,650. 


The next was to increase the appropziation for 


‘the salary of the Chief of the Bureau of Navy- 
| Yards and Docks, and of the civil engineer, clerks, 





/and messenger in his office, from $13,700 to 
| $14,850. 


The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Construction, Equipment, and Repairs, and of the 
chief naval constructor, engineering chief, and the 
clerks and messenger in his office, from $20,800 
$22,550. : 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
clerksand messenger in the Bureau of Provisions 
and Clothing from $7,300 to $8,150. = 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
the compensation of the Chief of the Bureau of 
Medicine and Surgery, and the clerks and mes- 
senger in his office, from $7,900 to $8,350. 

e next was to strike out ‘‘ for printing 
paper for the Navy Department, $2,000.” 

e next was to insert among the approprit- 
tions, ‘for the general purposes of the Southwest 
Executive Building,”’ the following: 

For additional for disbu clerk and superintendent o! 
Executive Building, provided in the third section of the 
Seats sid a teat ere 

ropriations 
Coma for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ 
the Navy Department, $200, 
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— 5th to increase the appropriation for 
cnt of four watchmen of the Southwest 
executive Building, from $2,000 to $2,400. 

The next was to strike out the following: 


ation of the Postmaster General, three As- 





$$ 


For compens 





| 
| 


tant Postmasters General, and the clerks, messenger‘ as- | 
ae - 


rant messengers, and watchmen of said Department, 
ais " 
124,400. 


and to insert in lieu thereof— 


For compensation of the Postmaster General, three As- | 


jstant Postmasters General, and clerks and messengers of 
sists : 
said Department, $150,150. 


The next was to insert among the appropria- 
tions for contingent expenses of the Post Office | 


Department the following: 

For additional for disbursing clerk and superintendent of 
Executive Building, provided in the third section of the act 
5 the 3d of March, 1853, entitled, “An act making appropri- 
auent for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Government 
for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,’ for the Post 
Office Department, $200; : ; 

For compensation Of three watchmen for the Post Office 
Building, $1,800. 


The next was to strike out this clause: 


For printing and paper for the Post Office Department, 


$1,000. 
The next was to insert, atthe end of the appro- 


priations for the Executive Departments, the fol- | 


lowing: 

For paper and printing for the Executive Departments, 
including paper, printing, and binding the annual “ State- 
ment of Commerce and Navigation,” and paper, and print- 
ing the annual ** Estimates of Appropriations,’’ $30,800. 


The next was to amend the following clause, 


among the appropriations for New Mexico: ‘* For 
contingent expenses of said Territory, $1,000;” 
so as to make it read: 

For contingent expenses of said Territory, including the 
eompensation of the person employed by the Governor as 
a translator, $1,500. 

The next was to insert in the provision appro- 
priating $20,000 for the compensation and mileage 
of the members of the Legislative Assembly of 
New Mexico, its officers, clerks, and cogtingent 
expenses, the following: 

Including the compensation of the person employed by 
the Governor to revise and correct the laws of New Mex- 
ico, and the expense of printing the same. 

The next was to add to the appropriations for 
the Territory of New Mexico the following: 

Toenable the Secretary of the Treasury to pay for the 
preservation of the archives of the Territory from May 5 
to September 9, 1852, $420. 

The next was to strike out of the appropriations 
for Washington Territory the following: 


For salaries of Governor, Superintendent of Indian Af- 
fairs, three judges, and secretary, $10,500, 


and in lieu thereof to insert: 


For salaries of Governor, Superintendent of Indian Af. 
fairs, three judges, and secretary, $11,500; it being hereby 
provided that the respective salaries of the Governor and 
Superintendent of Indian Affairs be increased to $2,000 per 


annum. 
The next was to add to the appropriations fo 
Washington Territory the following: 


To reimburse the fund appropriated to defray the pay and 
mileage of members of the Legislative Assembly, and the 
contingent expenses thereof, the amount fraudulently taken 
from said fund by Henry V. Colter, and to relieve Charles 
H. Mason, secretary of said Territory, from his liability 
therefor, $2,000. 

For compensation and expenses of commission to frame 
& code of laws for the Territory, $2,500. 

For the completion of the geological reconnoissance of 
the Territory of Washington, and to make detailed exam- 
‘nations in the coal and mineral regions thereof, 310,000. 


The next was to insert, after the appropriation 
for the payment of district judges, the following: 


For compensation of the district judge of the southern 
district of California, commencing the 23d of January, 


1854, $4,028 88. 

The next was to increase the appropriation for 
salaries of the Attorney General, and the clerks 
ae in his office, from $12,300 to 

The next was to amend the clause “ for salary 
of the reporter of the Decisions of the Supreme 
Court, $1,300,” by adding to it: 

If only one volume of the reports shall be published ; and 


sem the Supreme Court shall direct him to publish two 
umes, then the sum of 31,300 foreach volume so pub- 


ished. 

le The next was to insert, after the appropriation 

nd the purchase of a custom-house site at Prov- 

idence, Rhode Island, the following: 

an o comaletion af the custom house at San Fran- 
» aiilo Ma, including all expenses of filling in, piling 

“wets, drains, pavements, inclosure, gateways, the extin- 
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or any part thereof, and contingencies incident thereto, 
$163,386 09. 

Mr. STUART. I should like to inquire of the 
chairman of the Committee on Finance whether 
that is intended to cover what I understand has 
been a compensation agreed upon by the State of 
California, and the United States respecting the 
custom-house lot in San Francisco? 

Mr. HUNTER. This does not cover that. 
There is another appropriation for it. This is 
designed to finish the custom-house, to finish the 
foundation, filling in, and piling to complete the 
foundation. 

Mr.STUART. The present work, as I un- 
derstand it, is upon a lot which is in dispute. 

Mr. HUNTER. It is upon a lot that was in 
dispute, but the State of California has consented 
to accept a certain amount which is appropriated 


| here. 


Mr. STUART. That is what I wished to in- 
quire, whethef the bill contained a provision which 
was to satisfy the State on that subject? 

Mr. HUNTER. Yes, sir, it does. 

Mr. WELLER. The Legislature of the State 
of California passed an act requiring the prop- 
erty to be appraised, and providing for its trans- 
fer to the United States on this Government pay- 
ing one half that appraised value. 

Mr. SBUART. So I understood. 

Mr. WELLER. The lot was appraised by 
competent persons at $300,000, and therefore 
would be transferred to the Federal Government 
for $150,000. 

Mr.STUART. Sol understood, and I wished 
to know whether the bill contained a provision 


| which was to perfect that title. 


The Secretary resumed the reading of the com- 
mittee’s amendments. The next was, in the pro- 
vision requiring a valid title to the first obtained, 
and a cession of jurisdiction by the State where 
any building appropriated for by the act was to 
be erected, before any of the moneys appropriated 
hereby, to strike out the words ** for any building 
mentioned in this act,”’ and to insert ‘* by this act 


| for any custom-house or marine hospital;”’ and to 
| strike out the words “ in this act”’ in a subsequent 
| part of the same proviso. 


The next was to insert aftér the appropriation 


| for the Pittsburg custom-house, the following: 


For the erection of a building for a boarding station at 
Pass a l’Outre, Louisiana, $3,500: Provided, That no 
part of said sum shall be expended until the title to the 
land selected as the site of said building be first secured to 
the United States. 

To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to purchase, for 
the use of the United States, the land and buildings there- 


| On, constituting the boarding station at the southwest pass 


of the Mississippi river, $3,500: Provided, That no part of 
said sum shall be expended until the title to said land be se- 
cured to the United States, and the consentof the Legisla- 


| ture of the State of Louisiana obtained to said purchase. 


The next was to insert, after the last amend- 
ment, the following: 


For the construction of an appraiser’s store on a portion 
of the square selected for the custom-house at San Fran- 
cisco, California, including the expense of piling for the 
foundation thereof, by contract or otherwise, as the Seere- 
tary ofthe Treasury may deem best, $100,000.: Provided, 
That the same restrictions regarding the completion of said 
work with the sum hereby appropriated, as are contained 
in this act, concerning the erection and completion of 
custom-houses and marine hospitals, shall be applicable 
thereto. 


The next amendment was in the following pro- | 


vision to strike out all after ‘* 1853,’’ down to 
‘* Congress ’’—[the words to be stricken out are 
in brackets. ] 


For the purchase of the lots or parcels of land, with the 


| appurtenances and the buildings thereon, belonging, the one 


thereof to the Bank of Commerce, and the other thereof to 
the Bank of the State of New York, and particularly re- 


| ferred to and described in two contracts, one with each of 
| said banks, for the leasing and right to purchase the same, 


bearing date the 19th of August, 1853: [ Provided, That be- 
fore the said purchase is completed, the State of New Vork 
shall cede to the United States jurisdiction over said tand 
and property, and shall, by law, exonerate the same and the 


| property of the United States thereon, from all taxes, levies, 


and assessments thereon, whilst the same remains the prop- 
erty of the United States, $530,000: Provided, however, That 
no part of this appropriation is to be used until the Seere- 
tary of the Treasury has entered into anegotiation with the 
lessors of the Jot in question to get rid of said lease; and 
also has ascertained upon what terms said lease can be dis- 
posed of; and has reported the result of said negotiation to 
the next session of Congress. ] 


And to insert, in lieu of the provisoes thus pro- 
posed to be stricken out, the following: ; 


Five hundred and thirty thousand dollars, with interest 


oe ee 


| guishment of private claims for the possession of the whole || thereon at the rate of six per centum per annum, from the 


| 15th day of September, 1853, until said purchases shall be 
completed: Provided, That the same be so completed 
within one year from the day such interest is hereby author- 
ized to be paid. Aad the Secretary of the Treasury is 
hereby further authorized to purchase, for the use of the 
United States, such property adjoining thereto, situated on 
Pine street, on which the United States now holds a mort- 
gage, as may be sold to satisfy the same, ata price not ex- 
ceeding the amount of said lien. 


Mr. BRODHEAD. I desire to make an in- 
quiry and aremark respecting the proposed amend- 
ment in reference to the purchase of a site for an 
assay office in the State of New York. I observe 
that the Committee on Finance propose to make 
an amendment to the House bill by striking out 
this proviso: 

Provided, That, before the said purchase is completed, 
the State of New York shall cede to the United States juris- 
diction over said land and property, and shall, by law, ex- 
onerate the same, and the property of the United ®tates 
thereon, from all taxes, levies, and assessments thereon, 
whilst the same remains the property of the United States: 
Provided, however, That no part of this appropriation is to 
be used until the Secretary of the Treasury has entered into 
a negotiation with the lessors of the lot in question to get 
rid of said lease; and also has ascertained upon what terms 
said lease can be disposed of, and has reported the result of 
said negotiation to the next session of Congress. 


It is as to this amendment of the Committee on 
Finance to this portion of the bill that I desire to 
make an inquiry. Ido not exactly understand 
why the House of Representatives inserted the 
provision now proposed to be stricken out, unless 
the House believed that the sum of $530,000 was 
too large a compensation for the building and 
ground, The House must have acted upon the 
idea that it was too large a compensation, other- 
wise they would not have directed the Secretary 
of the Treasury to enter into negotiations with the 
lessors to get clear of this conditional purchase. 
Now, I should like to know from the Committee 
on Finance why it is proposed to strike out this 

rovision which was inserted by the House of 
SC accanenintiene? It seems to me that it wasa 
very good proposition. 

| Mr. PRATT. Before the Senator from Vir- 
ginia answers the inquiry of the Senator from 
Pennsylvania, I wish also to make an inquiry on 
| the samesubject. The portion of the House bill 
which it is proposed to strike out containa the 
roviso which is usual, | believe, whenever the 
United States acquire lands within the limits of a 
State, that the State shall cede jurisdiction and 
pledge itself not to tax the property ceded. The 
| proviso which it is proposed to etrike out is the 
usual form that, before the purchase is completed, 
the State of New York shall cede ta the United 
States jurisdiction over such land and property, 
| and exonerate the game as property of the United 
| States from all taxes and levies. I believe that 
whenever the United States propose to acquire 
property, they universally require the State Legis- 
lature to relieve them from taxation on the property 
ao to be acquired. 

Mr. HUNTER. The inquiry of the Senator 

from Maryland is first in order, although laet 
_ made, and I shall therefore first reply to him. We 
‘understood that the State of New York had al- 
ready released from taxation any property which 
might be acquired by the United States, for the 
partes ofan assay office in the city of New York. 
t was supposed, indeed it has been found from 
| experience, that perhaps it is better that the 
States should not cede jurisdiction. A great many 
offenses may be committed there, which are cog- 
nizable by State laws, and for which they provide 
an adequate remedy, and accordingly a motion 
will be made by the Senator from Maine, [Mr. 
| Hamumm,] by the authority of the Committee on 
| Commerce, when the Committee on Finance shal! 
have concluded their amendments, to insert a pro- 
vision not requiring a cession of jurisdiction. 
| Mr. PRATT. Let me say to my friend that 
| the jurisdiction ceded is always a limited oge, 
reserving to the States ceding jurisdiction over 
criminal offenses committed within the territory 
ceded. For example, take the property at Annap- 
olis, which was ceded by Maryland for a naval! 
school. The State of Maryland ceded her juris- 
| diction over the property, but she reserved the 
right to punish criminal offenses committed within 
the territory so ceded. The territory, however, 
was ceded to the United States, and the right of 
taxing relinquished, The Senator from Virginia 
| seems not to be certain on this point. He says 
| that he bas understood that the State of New 
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York has passed a law releaging the property from 
taxation. 

Mr. FISH. I can relieve the Senator of all 
doubt on that point. The State of New York has 
passed such a law,and | have a copy of it here. 
if it be desired, | will send it to the Secretary’s 
dewk, and have it read, It exempts the buildings, 
ground, machinery, and everything in the build- 
ings, from taxation. 

Mr. PRATT. Does it relate to property to be 
bought? 

Mr. FISH. Letthe act be read. 

The Secretary read it, as follows: 

Ai act to exempt the assay office of the United States, in 
the city of New Vork, from assessment or tax. 

The people of the State of New York, represented in 
Senvte and Assembly, do enact as follows: 

Sec. lL. No assessment or tax of any/deseription, general 
or local, shall be inposed, assessed, or collected upon 
the assay office of the United States, which, by the act of 
Congress of March, 1853, itis provided shall be established 
in the city of New York; neither upon the land owned by 
the United States on which the building or buildings used 
or to be used therefor, shall, or may be erected; por upon 
the machinery used or to be used therein; nor upon the 
metal, bullion, or coin deposited for melting, remelting, or 
assaying ; HOF alpou bars or ingots, after melting, remelung, 
or Aaswaying ; While the same is in the Custody, possession, 
or tinder the control of the officers of the assay office of the 
Untied States, in the city of New York, 

Sec. 2. This act shall take effect immediately. 

Mr. HUNTER. In regard to this matter of 
jurisdiction, | will state to the Senator from Mary- 
land, that it was not an old practice, but a recent 
one. Since some of the States attempted to tax 
such property, that provision has been made. It 
wae done for the purpose of saving it from that 
taxation; but it was found afterwards to be unne- 
cessury, and to lead to some special inconveni- 
ences. By the words of the Constitution, when 
the Sta’ has given its assent to the acquisition of 
title, ov, the part of the United States, for any 
needful building, the jurisdiction follows. The 
Constitution gives authority to Congress to exer- 
cise ** exclusive legislation in all cases’’ over the 
seat of government, and * to exercise like author- 
ity over all places purchased, by the consent of 
the Legislature of the State in which the same 
shall be, for the erection of forts, magazines, 
arsenals, dock-yards, and other needful build- 
ings.’’ If the State assents to the purchage, the 
jurisdiction follows, as a matter of course. 

In regurd to the amount, I! will state to the 
Senator from Pennsylvania, that there could have 
been no objection to that on the partof the House, 
because they appropriated the amount with one 
little difference, which | will presently explain. 
But to that appropriation there were added, by 
way of amendment, some provisos which seemed 
to the Committee on Finance to be not only use- 
Yeas, but, in some cases, more than useless. One 


is the provision that the Secretary of the Treasury | 
should enter into pe eee with the lessor to 


get rid of the lease. ow, what is the necessity 
for that? If the United States bny, of course 
they get rid of the lease, and there can be no ne- 
cessity for that proviso. 

Another proviso was, that no part of the appro- 

riation should be used until the Secretary of the 
Gepaeary ascertained upon what terms the lease 
could be die posed of,and reported the result of 
such negotiation to the next session of Congress. 
The effect of that would have been to delay the 
use of this appropriation until the next session of 
Congress, and to do so uselessly, because we have 
now a copy of the contract which was, of course, 
conditional upon the approval of Congress by 
which the parties owning the property contracted 
to sell it to the Secretary of the Treasury for the 
very sum appropriated here. The contract also 


provided that if the Government would pay inter- || 


est up to the date of the payment of the principal, 
we need not pay the rent of the building. A pos- 
itive saving will, therefore, be made by adding as 
we propose to add to the $530,000, interest at the 
rate of six per cent. per annum, because the in- 
terest ie much less than the rent. By pursuing 
the terms of the contract, as this amendment pro- 
poses, we shall acquire the property and get rid of 
the rent which we should have to pay, by paying a 
less sum. We thought, therefore, that the con- 
dition of the last proviso was worse than useless; 
that it merely postponed toa later day what ought 


to be done at once, and also required us to pay 


more interest than was necessary. 
Mr. PRATT. I wish to call the attention of 
the Senator from Virginia, and of the Senate, to 
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| it as far as possible. 
| was the intention at all, and I am confirmed in |! 
| that by my honorable friend at my side, [Mr. || 
| Fisu.} He and | understand each other, and I 
| believe my colleague also. 
| of course, to retaining the provisos proposed to 


the phraseology of the New York law, which has 
been brought to our notice. It provides that no 
tax shall be imposed * upon the land owned by 
the United States on which the building or build- 
ings used, or to be used therefor, shall or may 
be erected.’? Now, the object of the provision of 
the bill under consideration is to purchase land 
within the jarisdiction of the State of New York; 
and hence it Is a purchase of land which was not 
owned at the time this act of New York was 
passed; therefore, inasmuch as the act of New 
York only exempts land owned by the United 
States, it does not exempt from taxation the land 
which you now propose to purchase under this 
bifl. IL may bein error in this construction, but | 
think it ts the legal construction, and surely there 
can be no harm by retaining that portion of the 
bill, as it came from the Hoase, which provides 
that an exemption from taxation shall be obtained 
from the State of New York. The law of New 
York is applicable only to ‘* land owned,”’ and, 
of course, it meant land*owned, a the time that 
law was passed, by the United States, and upon 
which they might erect a building which should 
be exempt from taxation. It is not, according to 
strict construction, applicable to the land proposed 
to be purchased by this portion of the bill. 

Mr. FISH. Mr. President, I think that the 
honorable Senator from Maryland is wholly mis- 
taken in his construction of the law of New York. 
| know very well that if his construcffon be cor- 
rect, itis wholly at variance with the interest of , 
those who enacted the law. The Legislature of 
New York have already passed two acts in refer- , 
ence to this very subject. Some two years since, 
in anticipation of action at that time by Con- 
gress, they passed a prospective law, that any 
property which should be acquired by the United 
States, for the purposes of a Mint in the city of 
New York, should be exempt from taxation. 
After the bill establishing the assay office was 
enacted by Congress, that not being a Mint, it 
was thought necessary to ask for a further act to 
carry outin good faith the intention of the State 
to release the property from taxation. 

I cau state further to the honorable Senator from 
Maryland, that in the State of New York the mode | 
of taxation is by an annual assessment. The tax 
is imposed year by year. The phraseology of 
this act is, ‘no assessment or tax of any descrip- 
tion, general or local, shall be imposed, assessed, 
or collected upon the assay office of the United 
States,’’ nor ** upon the ia owed by the United 
States on which the building or buildings used, or 
to be used therefor.”’ 

At the present time there is a provision in the 
lease that, while the property belongs to the banks 
from which the Government has rented it, the | 
lessors shall pay the taxes. Surely the honorable | 
Senator does not wish to discharge them from 
that obligation. But the moment the property is 
owned by the General Government, the aet be- 
comes operative, and from that time no assess- 
ment or tax can be imposed upon the ground of 
the United States, or the buildings erected on it 
for the assay office. ‘The act is perfectly explicit, 
perfectly effectual for the object which the Senator 
has in view, 

Mr. COOPER. Mr. President, I do not think 
there can be any difficulty at all about the true 
construction of the act of New York; but inde- 
pendent of that, the clause of the Constitution 
which has been referred to by the Senator from 
Virginia, it seems to me, Settles the question suf- 
ficiently. I presumethe provision inserted in the 
original bill in the House arose out of some 
misunderstanding between parties there. It is 
known to the Senate, and perhaps to the Senator 
now oceupying the chair, [Mr. Bapeer,] that 
some little jealousy has existed between Philadel-— 
phia and New York on the subject of the Mint, 
One party thought this assay office was a kind of | 
embryo Mint in the city of New York, and there- | 
fore may have thought they would try to cripple 
I do not think that such 


1 have no objection, 


be stricken out; but | have the assurance that the 


| original intention of Congress in authorizing an | 
| assay office at New York is not going to be vio- | 


lated on the part of our New York friends. | 


{| 
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They will get along with their assa 
leave us our Mint. For my part, 
any disposition to cripple them. | 
good faith; but as soon as I find that 
it, | shall’make war upon them. 
think it cannot properly be done, 

Mr. FISH. P think there is no need of 
prehension. If the assay office, as it is &, 
to be established if the other provisions of 
bill shali be carried into effect, 1 assure m ny 
orable friend from Penasyivania that i y “tw 
think New York will ever ask for the mere ii. 
ilege of stamping coin. We shall have ac =o 
the great commercial advantages which a “a 
so lung needed. That is what we want; ae 
are not anxious to interfere with the possési,. 
by Philadelphia of that beautiful building win. 
adorns that city, or interfere with any profit whi 
may result to it from continuing the operations v 
coinage there. What we want is to save me 
selves the cost of transportation on the . 
amount of bullion brought into New York, ang 
the loss of time and the risk and expense which 
have heretofore been incurred. Butthe Provisions 
of this bill, as reported by the Committee on Fi. 
nance, if enacted, wiil, I think, give us all that 
the city of New York will ever ask for on ths 
subject. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. I amglad to hear from the 
honorable Senator from New York the remarks 
which he has just submitted. They are jn gp. 
cordance with the understanding which was had 
and the remarks which were made in debate, when 
the bill establishing the assay office in the city of 
New York was under consideration. It wili be 
remembered that I opposed the establishment of 
that assay office there, on the ground that it was 
only the commencement of a Mint in that place, 
The honorable Senator from New York at that 
time assured me that such was not the fact. Well, 
sir, the bill passed, apprapnetieg $150,000 for an 
assay office in New York city, and now we are 
told that a contractehas been made for $530,000 
for thepurchase of a site. I know that properiy 
in Wall street is very valuatfe, and I do not say 
the Secretary of the Treasury has made an im.- 
provident contract. But, looking at this very 
large sum to be paid for a large building, an ap- 


Office ang 


do not feo 


rely on their 
they violate 
Until then, | 


isa p- 


large 


prehension arose in the minds of many people in 


Pennsylvania that there was a design to do some- 
thing else with the building than use it merely for 
an assay Office. 

Mr. FISH. That is the fact. 

Mr. BRODHEAD. So IL understand, and I 
learn now from the chairman of the Committee on 
Finance, that this building is not to be used foran 
assay Office alone, but is also to be occupied by 
the assistant treasurer of the United States in 
New York, to keep the funds and coin belonging 
to the United States, the custom-house being too 
small for that purpose. Am I correct? 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator is correct in sup- 
posing that this purchase is necessary in order to 
procure certain easements for the custom house, 
which are essential to it, and for which there's 
otherwise no hope. This property adjoins tle 
custom-house, and by purchasing it we get the use 
of an alley which is important, and [ believe it is 
proposed to erect on it an additional building for 
the use of some of the officers in the custom-house, 

Mr. FISH. And beyond that let me say thes: 
say office occupies a very small portion of this prop- 
erty. The rear part of the lot is that on which the 


assay building iserected. The building in front's 


to be occupied by the assistant treasurer and his 


| clerks, and is also to be occupied by a large num- 
| ber of the clerks of the custom-house, not evel 
connected with the assistant treasurer. 
/commodations in the custom-house are insufi- 


The ac- 


cient, and hence the necessity of providing them 
elsewhere. There was a right of way in com 


| mon between the custom-house and this property, 


which now becomes solely the property of the 


| United States, and large additional accommods 
| tions for the custom-house officers will be obtained 
| in that way. 


The PRESIDING OFFICER. If Senators«re 


| now satisfied on this amendment, the Secretary 


will continue the reading of the others. 
The Secretary continued to read the amend: 


| ments of the committee. 


The next amendment was to insert, in the fol- 
lowing clause, the words in italics: 
For expenses of raising, cleaning, and repairing, "m0 
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ing losses of floating beacons and buoys, 
*) chains and sinkers for the same, and for coloring aud 

; e ocring ali we buoys, 69,357 2. . s 

; ‘The next amendment was to insert the following 








1854. 


4 and supply 


the bill: ; ; 
LP ne ee eases which may be incurred in acknowledging 
ens “a 
Cer ea ee of the masters and crews of foreign vessels in 
the serve eens and vessels of the United States from ship- 
reset ger ' - 
; » 25.000: . : ’ 
wreck, & jection of the President of the United States, 
the « 


aader ourchase of blank books, stationery, arms of the 
For te § ses, and flags, and for the payment of 


tnited States, pres . ‘ 
United sy the consuls of the United States, 310,000. 
postages © 


The next amendment was to strike out of the fol- 
n Jause ** $97,200,”’ and insert ** $160,000:” 
wing ciaus . 


commissions of registers of land ofhees, 


or salaries and s 
re ublic moneys, $97,200. 


and receivers Of p 
7 Ti e next amendment was to strike ont of the 
fi ‘owing clause ** §14,600,”’ and insert ** $50,000:”” 
For expenses of depositing public moneys by receivers 
ublie moneys, $14 G00. 

“The next was to strike out ** $18,100 ”’ from the 
following clause: 

« For incidental expenses of the several land offices, 
18,108,” . 
os d insert: 

Including new offices not heretofore provided for, $40,900. 


The next amendment was to insert the follow- 
ing: ’ > : 

For surveying the public lands and private land claims 
in California, including office expenses incident to the sur 
vey of the claims, and to be disbursed atthe rates prescribed 
by law tor the different kinds of work, $300,000. 

“For rent of surveyor general’s office in California, pur 
chave of instraments, records, drawing materials, furniture, 
fuel, pay of messenger, 218,300. ; ie 

For compensation of draughtsmen and clerks, in addition 
to the amount heretofore estimated, the same being required 
in consequence of the inere sed amount of field- work pro 


posed. to be executed, $21,000. 


[he next amendment was to strike out the fol- 
lowing: : 

Por two additional clerks in the office of the Superin- 
tendent of the Public Printing, authorized by the joint reso- 
juuiou approved February 6, 1854, $1,500 each, $3,000. 


[he next was to insert the following: 


Forrunning the northwestern boundary line between the 
United States and Great Britain, from the Lake of the 
Woods tothe Pacifie ocean, for marking the forty-ninth 
parallel, and for such survey as may be necessary to fix said 
boundary between the main and Vanvouver’s tsland, and 
including the compensation of the officers and others em 
plovedin the work, $242,175. 


The next was to strike out the following: 
To enable the Secretary of the Treasury to replace the 


moneys already paid for rents, and to pay the semi-annual | 


payment for rent falling due on the Ist day of January, 1855, 
on the two leases, each bearing date the 19th day of Au- 


gust, 1853, one thereof with the Bank of the State of New | 
York, and the other thereof from the Bank of Commerce, | 


both being for property on Wall street in the city of New 
York, leased for the use of the assay office in the city of 
New York. $68,458 33. 


The next was to strike out of the’ following 
clause the proviso: 

For the Capitol extension, $750,000: Provided, That 
each and all persons who have been, or may be appointed 
hereafter, to disburse the money which is now, or may here 
after be appropriated for the building or repair of any of the 
edifices or structures for which appropriations are made in 
this act, and are not now required by law to give bond and 
security, shall give bond, with good securities, in sufficient 
penalty, to be approved of by the head of the department 
under which such disbursement may be made, or the Presi- 
dent of the United States, when the work shall be specif- 
ically under his direction. 


The next was to insert the following: 


For continuing the work for a supply of water to the 


cities of Washington and Georgetown, 3500 00. 


For completing the bridge over the Potomac river near | 


the Little Falls, $75,000. 


Mr. SHIELDS. Lask the honorable Senator 
aoe $75,000 are sufficient to complete that 
ridge} 

_ Mr. HUNTER. That is the estimate. We put 
in the estimate, and we know no other rule. 

Mr. DODGE, of lowa. I desire to inquire of 
the Senator from Virginia, whether, if this amend- 
ment be passed, we shall be giving our consent to 
the water works ? 

Mr. PRATT. Certainly. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa. Then I object. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. If the Sena- 
lor objects, the amendment will be passed over. 


oe Secretary continued to read the amend- 
ents, 


The next was to insert the following: 


ga nPrmanent repair of the roof the Capitol with copper, 


The next was to insert: 


Por altering the streets, and repairing in front of the east 


Wing of the Patent Office, putting up iron railings, flaging, 


THE CONGRESSIONAL 


Provided, That the same shall be expended | 


i 


| 
If footway, putting in order yords, painting new saloon of the 
|| Patent Office in fresco, $14,250, 


| 


The next was to insert: 


For fuel for the President’s House, @1,000, 
For a furnace keeper at the Presideut’s House, 3355. 


The next was to insert: 


For grading done by order of Ignatius Mudd, late Com 
missioner of Publie Buildings, in reservation nuaber sev 
enteen. between Third street east and New Jersey avenue, 


§ic4 89. 


The next was to add the following additional 
section: 


And he it further ena ted, That the third section of the 
| act making apprupriations tor the civil and diplomatic ex 
penses of the Government for the year ending the 30th of 
June, 1854, p oviding for the classification of the clerks in 
the Treasury, War, Navy, Interior, and Post Office Depart 
ments, as amended by the act of Apri) 22, 1854, shall be, 
and the same is hereby, further amended, as tollows, to 
wit: In the office of the First Comptrotier there shall be 
two additional clerks of class three; and in the office of 
the First Auditor there shall be one clerk takeu from eluas 
three and placed in class four, and four additional clerks 
allowed of class one; aad inthe Third Audiiue’s vtlice 
five clerks shall be taken from class three and placed in 
class four, and twenty seven temporary clerks shat! be 
placed in class one, and one temporary clerk in class three, 
and four temporary cierks in class two; and in the Sixth 
Auditoe’s office ove clerk shall be taken from cliss tiree 
aim placed in class four, and there shall be added to the 
clerks in this office ten of class one; and im the Register’s 
| office two clerks shall be taken from class three and placed 
| in class four, and two additioual clerks added of class one ; 
and in the ‘reasurer’s Office one clerk shall be taken from 
cliss two, and ove clerk irom class three, and placed in 
class four, and two additional clerks allowed to class one ; 
and in the General Land Office the prinetpal draughtsman 
| shall be classed and paid as a clerk of the Uurd class, and 
| the assistant draughtsman asa clerk of the second class; 
and in the office of the Secretary of War there shell be 
| added oue clerk of class four; in the office of the Adju 
| tant General there shall be oue addisioval clerk of class 
one; and in the office of the Topographical Eugivecers 
one scientific draughtsman as a clerk. of class four; 
and for the superintendency of the butiding on the corner 
of F and Seventeenth streets, the Secretary ot War is 
authorized to appoint some one clerk of his Deparuneut 
other than the disbursing clerk, for that purpose, who shall 
|) be allowed, in addition to his salary as clerk, 8200; in the 
Postinaster General’s Office there shall be seven additional 
| clerks, two of class two, one of class three, and one of 
class four; and iv the otlice of the Attorney General, in 
lieu of the clerks now authorized by law, there shall be one 
chief clerk, at a salary of 22,200, one clerk of class one, 
three of class two, two of class three, and one of class four. 
And the President of the United States is hereby authorized, 
whenever it may in his judgment be necessary, lo cause 
counsel to be employed to assist in the prosecution or 
defense of causes which may be pending in. the Supreme 
Court in which the United States are interested, and to 
allow to such couvsel such compensation as he may deem 
reasonable. And in the Department of State, instead of the 
clerks now authorized by law, there shall be four clerks of 
class one, three of class two, seven of class three, and four 
of class tour. One clerk of class four shall be designated 
by the superintendent to supermtend the northwest Execu- 
tive building, and to disburse all moneys belonging to the 
service of said Departinent not otherwise provided fog, who 
shall give bonds as provided for by the independent treas 
ury act, and receive an additional compensation therefor of 
$200 per annum. There shall be one chief of the diplomaue, 
and one chief of the consular braneh of the public service, 
one examiner of claims for indemuity preferred by States 
of the United States against foreign Governments, and by 
the latter against the former, who shall perform their duties 
as the Secretary of State may designate; each of whow 
shall receive an annual salary of $2,000; and the chief 
clerk of said Department shall receive an annual s«lary of 
$2 200. No celerk not now employed in the State Depart 
ment shall hereafter be appuinted until he has been exam 
ined by a board, to consist of Uiree examiners, to be se 
lected by the Secretary of State, and found qualified in 
certain particulars to be prescribed by the said Secretary in 
fixing betorehand a general standard of qualifications for 
the clerks to be employed in his Department. 





The next amendment was to insert the follow- 
ing as an additional section: 


Seo. 4. And be it further enacted, That the provisions of 
| the second section of the act of 22d of April, 1854, entitled 
|| ** An act to amend the third section of the act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of goy- 
ernment for the year ending the 40th of June, 1854, and for 
other purposes,’’ be, and the same are hereby, repealed. 
| And from and after the Ist day of July, 1854, the annual 
salary of the stamp and blank agent for the Post Office De- 
partment shall be the same as clerks in the departinents of 
| the second class; and that of the clerk in the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buildings the same as clerks of the 
first class ; and the Secretaries of State, Treasury, Interior, 
War, and Navy, Postmaster General, and Attorney General, 
be authorized to employ one principal inessenger each, alan 
annual salary of $900, in heu of those now so employed, and 
the salary of all other messengers and assistant messengers, 
‘neluding the packers in the General Land Office, heretofore 
wthorized by law to be employed in the Exeeutive Depart- 
ments in Washington, the messenger in the office of the 
Commissioner of Public Buidings, doorkeeper and assist 





the western gate, Capitol square, shall be 3750 per annum ; 
and the annual salary of the watchmen employed at the 
Capitol, President’s House, and the Execuiive Departments, 
and the Aux:liary Guards, shall be $600; and the public 
gardener shal! receive $1,490 per annum ; and the captain 


ant doorkeeper at the Executive Mansion, and keeper of 


LOBE. - 





LESS 


of the police of the Capitol shall receive $1600, and each 
of bes @ssistante 3! 3v0 each perannum; and all laborers in 
the employment of the Execuuve Departments in the cuy of 
Washington shall receive an annual salary of $450 each ; 
and for the payment of the excess of the sums herein re 
quired to be paid over and above those elsewhere contained 
tu this act for said payment, there shail be added thereto 
respectively such further sums as together will equal the 
amounts herein authorized, out of any money in the Treas 
ury not otherwise appropriated. 

Mr. JAMES. I suggest to the chairman of the 
Committee on Finance a small amendment, to in- 
sert after the words “* Auxiliary Guards,”’ * and 
the watchmen of the Capitol extension.” 

Mr. HUNTER. I have no objection to that, 

Mr. ADAMS. I move to amend the section 
by inserting after the words which have been in- 
serted on the motion of the Senator from Rhode 
Island, ** watchmen on the Capitol extension,’ the 
words ‘‘keeper of Lafayette square,’’ so as to make 
his salary $600. 

Mr. CLAY. I would suggest that that is what 
his compensation is now. He gets two dollars a 
day. 

Mr. HUNTER. If he gets that, I think it 
ought todo, Two dollars a day is $730. lam 
willing to pat him equal with the messengers, at 
$750. That will be enough. 

Mr. ADAMS. I will suggest $800. 

Mr. HUNTER. The keeper of the Capitol 
gate gets $750, and the keeper of Lafayette aquare 
ought not to get more than he does. JI would 
suggest to the Senator that it would be better to 
put him on the same footing with the keeper of the 
Capitol gate. 

The PRESIDING OPPICER, (Mr. Werier 
in the chair.) The Chair will suggest that the 
proposition of the Senator from Mississippi re- 
duces the amount. 

Mr. ADAMS. 
annum. 

Mr. HUNTER. [ would snggest to the Sen- 
ator to insert, ** the keeper of Lafayette square,”” 
after the words ** keeper of the western gate, Cap- 
tol square.’” That will give him $750 perannum, 
the sume as the gate-keeper gets. 

Mr. ADAMS. I will accept that. 

The amendment was avreed to. 


Mr. SHIELDS. I want to suggest another 
amendment to the Senator from Virginia, which, 
it occurs to me, is just and necessary. The see- 
tion now provides that the salary of ‘‘the mes- 
senger in the office of the Commissioner of Public 
Buildings, doorkeeper and assistant doorkeeper 
at the Executive Mansion, and keeper of the west- 
ern gate, Capitol square, shall be $750.”". And 
then it says ** the annual salary of the watchmen 
employed at the Capitol, President’s Hoatse, and 
the Execative Departments, and the auxiliary 
guards, shall be $600.”’ [| suggest to the Senator 
that the watchmen should be put on the same foot- 
ing with those others, at $750; because their duties 
are much more onerous and laborious and trying. 
They occur at night as well asin the daytime; and 
I know these men sutfera great deal more than the 
others. They perform more difficult duties. 

Mr. HUNTER. 1 suggest to the Senator from 
Illinois that this $600 is the amount of 4500 which 
the watchmen used to get, with the twenty per 
cent. given by the bill of the Senator from Mis- 
sissippi, (Mr. Apams.] [t may be that the watcli- 
men of the Capitol ground are in the habit of 
getting more than the others. I am not aware of 
the fact. We equalized all the watchmen of the 
Departments, and gave them the highest salary 
that any one now receives—$600. We thought 
that enough. 

Mr. SHIELDS. But I want this to apply to 
all Executive departments, because | know that 
these men have more onerous duties to perform 
than the messengers who get $750, and only per- 
form duties during three hours of the day, while 
the watchmen perform duties during twenty-four 
hours. 

Mr. HUNTER. We found those grades es- 
tablished, and | suppose that they have so con- 
unued from the institution of the Government— 
messengers receiving more than the, watchmen, 

, and different classes of messengers receiving com- 
pensation. We have not attempted to change 
that system. We have given the watchmen the 
highest salary which any one of them was re- 
ceiving. We thoughtthat was doing enough, and 
I suggest to the Senator from Illinois, whether 
; there must not be some end to this increase af 


I will say $300 dollars per 
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salary. We have been denling pretty liberally | 
with the employees in this District. ; 

Mr. SHIELDS. I have not even commenced 
the increase of salaries, but | know that these 
watchmen, who are compelled to stay outall night, 
are entitled at Jeast to the pay of a messenger, 
who has services to perform only three hours ina 
day; and I therefore move to amend by giving 
them $750. 

Mr. ADAMS. Theameni!ment reported from 
the Commitiee on Finance increases the compen- 
sation of a portion of these employees to $600. 
If you commence with one, you must go to the | 
other. The Senator from Illinois is not advised, 
perhaps, of the annoyance and discontent that 
these arrangements produce among the different | 
employees. I am convinced that a large portion 
of them would be content with $600, as provided 
for by the amendment of the committee, 

The amendment to the amendment was agreed , 
to. 

The Secretary read the next amendment of the 
committee. 

It was to add the following as an additional 
section: 

Sec. 5. And he it further enacted, That from and after 
the 30th of June, 1854, the pay of the librarian shall be 
$2,100, the pay of the two principal assistants each $1,800, 
that of the third assistant $1,200, and that of the messenger 
#1 ,080 per annum, 

Mr. PEARCE, Itis necessary to amend that 
by inserting, after the word ‘ librarian,’’ the 
words ** of Congress.’’ 

The modification was made. 


The next amendments of the committee pro- 
pose to insert the following additional sections: 


Sec. 7. And be ut further enacted, That the sum of 
$300,000 be, and the same is hereby, appropriated, to be 
paid to the State of California, for the expenses of the gov- 
ernment of said State from its organization watil its admis- 
sion into the Union, 

Suo.8. And be it further enacted, That all personsclaim 
ing any interest in, or portion of, any graut of land derived 
from the Spanish or Mexican Government in Upper Caili- 
fornia, where such original grant has heretofore been pre- 
sented to the bo ird of land commissioners within the time | 
specified in the thirteenth section of the act of the 3d of 
March, 1851, but who have failed to present to the said 
board the evidence of their derivative title to said interest 
or portion from the original grantee, be, and they are hereby, 
authorized to present the same ; and the said commissioners 
are hereby directed to adjudicate the said interest or por- 
tion in tie same manner as if it had been presented within 
the time origiaally prescribed by the aforesaid act of the 
3d of March, 1851, entitled * An act to ascertuin and settle | 
the private land claims in the State of California.”’ 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, That the first provide 
to the first section of the act entitled ‘An act to proviso 
compensation to such persons as thay be designated by the 
Secretary of the Treasury to receive.and keep the publie 
money, Under the fifteenth section of the act of 6th August, 
1846, tur Ure additional services required under that act,”’ 
approved March 2, 1853, shall not be construed to apply to 
the collector of the district of Buffalo Creek, while such 
collector shail be one of the designated depositors of public | 
moneys. 

Sec. 10, And be it further enacted, That the accounts 
of the public printers, and the certificates of the Superin 
tendent of Public Printing thereon, so far as the same relate 
to the printing for the Exeeutive Departments, shall be | 
subject to the examination and control of the accounting | 
officers and Secretary of the Treasury in like manner as 
other public accounts; and those which relate to the 
printing for the Senate and House of Representatives shall 
be subject to the examination and control of the respective 
eoneee in hike manner as other expenditures for said | 

ouses. 


Mr. BADGER. Thenext amendment, printed | 
among the amendments coming from the Com- 
mittee on Finance, 1 am authorized by the com- 
mittee to move. It was agreed to by them, on | 
my suggestion. I therefore, in order that it ma 
be understood, have included it here, and now af 


that it may be read; and then I shall make a word | 


of explanation upon it. 
The amendment was to add two additional sec- 
tions, as follows: 


Sec. ll. and be it further enacted, That the President of 
the United States be, and he is hereby, authorized to ap- 
point or employ, in his official household, the following 
officers, to wit: One private secretary, at a yearly salary 
of $2,500; one clerk, at a yearly salary of $1,600; ope 
steward, at a yearly salary of $1,000, who shall, under the 
direction of the President, have charge of, and 
sibie for, the plate and furniture of the President’s mansion, 
and shall discharge such other duties as the President may 


assign him; One messenger, at a yearly salary of $900; and | 


one assistant messenger, at a yearly salary of $750. And 
for the payment of the compensation of the said officers 
during the present fiseal year, the sum of $6,750, or so 
much therof as may be necessary, is hereby appropriated 


out of auy money in the Treasury not otherwise appro- || with the stationery which he uses. 
i not the President of the United States have it? | 


priated. 
Src. 12, And be it further enacte?, That a yearly appro- 


priation be rade for the purchase of stationery, binding | 
| 


public documents, and other contingent expenses of the Ex- 





be respon- | 


re 
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ecutive office, to be expended by the private secretary, un- 
der the direction of the President; and for that purpose, 
during the present fiscal year, $650 is hereby appropriated 
out of any moneys in the Treasury not otherwise appro- 
pated. 


Mr. BADGER. I hope the Senate will excuse 
me for making a very brief statement in regard 
to this amendment. {f have long been impressed 
with the propriety and necessity of making some 
provision like what has just been readin regard 
to the President’s official household. As things 
stand at present, the President has but one sec- 
retary—his private secretary—and he is a mere 
private employee of his, and indeed, he has no 
means for compensating him except out of his 
own pocket, or by putting him in the discharge 
of the office of clerk to sign patents. Whatever 
may have been the state of things at the com- 


mencement of this Government, it is beyond all | 
doubt that the duties required of the office of | 
President of the United States requires some effi- | 
I know, Mr. President, | 
it was so as far back as the time when I had the | 


cient clerical assistance. 


honor of a seat in the Cabinet; and every Sena- 
tor must know that if it was necessary then, it is 
necessary now. I have considered it rather dis- 


creditable that the President of the United States | 


should have neither a secretary or clerk furnished 


to him by the Government for the purpose of aid- | 
ing him in the performance of the work essential | 
There- | 


fore | have proposed, by the amendment, to aliow | 


to the transaction of the public business. 


him a private secretary and a clerk. 


In the next place | propose to allow him astew- | 


ard to his household to take the superintendence 


property of the mansion. 
reason why it seems to me it is very clear that 
such a provision should be made. 


President’s House. It cannot be expected that 
the President of the United States himself is to take 
the superintendence and charge of this public furni- 


ture. The persons whom he employs for ordinary | 


domestic services have enough to do to attend to 
the ordinary services of his private household; 
and besides, sir, the man who should take charge 
of that property ought to be a person of a different 
grade from those who can be obtained for ordinary 
employment at fifteen or twenty dollars a month. 
I mention this fact in illustration of the waste and 
dilapidation that takes place in the public prop- 
erty in the President’s Mansion. 1 recollect 
well, when General Harrison was elected Presi- 
dent, the first thing he had to order, after he en- 
tered the White House as President, was a bed; 
because there were not enough there to accommo- 
date his family. It seems to me clear that if it is 

roper for Congress, if it is right, as undoubtedly 
it is, to make appropriations for this furniture, it 
is a measure of reasonable precaution and just 
economy to have an officer there in charge of it, 
and to superintend the delivery of this public prop- 


erty from the out-going President into the hands | 


of the official representative of his successor. 

I] then propose to allow the President a mes- 
senger. He has now nobody to act in that capa- 
city. ne 
ger, every head of a bureau has a messenger, and 
it is known to every gentleman who lias business 
with the Executive departments, that in the ordi- 
nary transactions between the President and the 
Departments, valuable and important public pa- 
pers have to be sent forwards and back wards, for 
which purpose, as far as the President is con- 
cerned, he has no person. 

Then, sir, the amendment embraces another 
| provision, the propriety of which is apparent. 

t is a small appropriation of $650 for the binding 

of public documents, for stationery, and other 
|| contingent expenses of the President’s office. 
|, Now, sir, at this time, and up to this time, the 
|| President of the United States, for any purpose, 
|} is not furnished with the ordinary stationery 
|, which he uses. He receives it—how? By con- 
|| tributions made from the different Departments, 
or from one of the Departments, which I do not 
| 
| supplying the Chief Magistrate of the country 
Why should 


lt Seaeaers 
|} think is a respectable and creditable manner of 
| 


hope there will be no objection to the amendment 
which I take pleasure in offering, as it comes with 


and charge of the plate, furniture, and other public | 
I shall give a distinct | 


We are in the | 
habit every four years of appropriating large sums | 
of money for furnishing and refurnishing the | 


head of a Department has a messen- | 











= suly 2. 


more propriety from one belonei 
party than that to which the President bene 


r. PRATT. It seems to me t ; . 
ment will incumber the President wigs amen 
officers and servants. On one page of th "bil 
find two door-keepers provided for him me 
there is another officer appointed to make -_ 
and on some other page two other officers a _ 
pointed besides those which I at 


have 
Then the amendment which the Senator nn 


is to oblige the President to appoint sep 
Mr. BADGER. The President ema 
to appoint them at all. 
Mr. PRATT. It will incumber him wit), too 


many Officers. + 
The PRESIDING OFFICER, (Mr. 

in the chair.) If there beno renttne: Wenn 

the section reported from the committee, the Se 

retary will proceed to read the next amendment, 
The next amendment was to insert the follow, 

ing as an additional section: w 


Sec. 13. And be it further enacted, That the author 
given by the eleventh section of the act approved Maren 4 
1853, entitled ‘ An act making appropriations for thy c > 
and diplomatic expenses of Government for the year a. 
ing the 30th of June, 1854,’ to the treasurer of the _ 
office in New York to issue his certificate of the net re 
of any bullion or coins deposited in said office jg hereby 
suspended, and shall not be exercised except at such tims 
or times, and during such periods as the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall be of opinion that the interests of the public, 
or of those making such deposits, or the condition of th, 
Treasury, render it expedient or convenient to issye stich 
certificates. And whenever the Secretary of the Treasy 
shall deem it expedient, he may authorize the issuing of the 
said certificates. The receipts directed by the aforesaiq 
section to be given by the treasurer of the assay office {or 
any gold or silver bullion, in dust or otherwise, or for any 
foreign coin to be deposited in the said office, shall be pay. 
able at the option of the depositor, to be expended in tie 
receipt either in coins of the same metal as that deposited 
(to be paid as soon as such bullion or coin can be assayed 
or the value thereof ascertained either at the office of the As. 
sistant Treasurer of the United States in New York,or at the 
Mintofthe United States, as the depositor shall preter) or in 
bars, discs, or ingots, either of pure metal or of the standard 
fineness, or made from the identical metal deposited with. 
out refining-—but in all cases such bars, discs, or ingow 
shall bear a stamp of such form and device as shall be pre- 
scribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, accurately desig- 
nating their weight and fineness; and all gold or silver de- 
posited in the assay office, either to be struck into coin at 
the Mint, or to be refined or assayed, shall be subject to the 
charges prescribed by law for such operations at the Mint 
or branch mints of the United States. 


Mr. FISH. I move to amend that section by 
adding at theend of it the words ‘‘to none others,” 
The main clause of that section is intended as ex- 
planatory. There was a doubt, under the exist- 
ing laws, as to whether the coin deposited in the 
assay Office is subject to the charges expressly ex- 
cepted in the section. Itis necessary to put these 
words in the section to make it clear. 

Mr. HUNTER. I agree to that. 


The next amendments were to insert the follow- 
ing, as additional sections: 


Sec. 14. And be it further enacted, That the provisions 
of the fifth section of an act entitled ‘* An act making ap- 
propriations for the civil and diplomatic expenses of Gov- 
ernment for the year ending the 30th of June, 1854,” and 
approved 3d March, 1853, be, and they are hereby, extended 
to the branch mints and the assay office in New York, re 
spectively. . 

Sec. 15. And be it further enacted, That the said Secre- 
tary be, and he is hereby, authorized to employ private 
establishments, or to contract with individuals for refining 
gold bullion, if he shall deem it expedient so to do: Pro- 
vided, always, That the said refining shall not subject the 
depositors to any greater wastage, per ounce, nor to any 
greater charge for labor, materials, and alloy, per ounce, 
than is now made, or would hereafter be incurred, on de- 
posits at the Mint, the branch mints, or assay office in New 
York, respectively: and the said refining shall be subject 
to such regulations as the said Secretary shall deem proper 
and sufficient to secure the skillful and prompt performance 
thereof, and to prevent any loss of metal other than wastage, 
as aforesaid. 


Mr. FISH. I desire to suggest some amend- 
ments to this fifteenth section. . The first is @ ver 
bal one, the necessity of which, I think, will be 
apparent. It is to make it read ‘the Secretary 
of the Treasury,” instead of the ‘ said Secre 


sident is not obliged 


_ tary.” 
Mr. HUNTER. That is right. 


Mr. FISH. Then the next amendment is © 
strike out the words “ per ounce,’’ and insert “ of 
for other cause.”” ' 

Mr. HUNTER. That is right. ; 

Mr. FISH. Then the next amendment is after 
the word * respectively’’ to insert “nor to 87 
greater delay than is now experienced.” So that 
the proviso shall read; 


Provided always, That the said refining shail nat sy 
ject the depositors to any greater wastage per ounce, » 





